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ALL SOULS NEWS –February 2020 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 

 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 

Snow! 
 In the event we need to cancel a service because of the weather, a notice will be 

posted on the opening page of our website www.allsoulsuu.org.  

 
February 2 – Robert South: “The Logic of Divination.” The practice of Divination presumes the 
existence of signal in something our usual understanding of nature would consider random.  We 
can think about this agnostically without presuming to know what we are dealing with.  If there’s 
something there, why assume any particular tradition has superior validity? If we collaborate with 
the unknown in the design of our own systems of meaning then what design principles would 
recommend themselves? If the spiritual speaks through any randomness in the world then is there 
really a line between divine communication and ordinary life? 
 
February 9 – Rev. David Weissbard: "Liberalism has Limits.” Members of UU Congregations 
are often unaware and, frankly, uninterested in denominational politics, and why not? Well, since 
last summer's UUA General Assembly in Spokane, there has been a controversy regarding The 
Gadfly Papers, a book self-published by Todd Eklof, the minister of our church in Spokane. I've 
been reading many of the responses, and while I do not think the book itself is all that important, 
the conflicting responses to it seem to me to point to a continuing tension inherent in our religious 
philosophy: If you are a UU, can you believe anything you want to? We'll look at that on February 
2nd. 
 
February 16 – Pastor Marty Pelham:  “Who Belongs Here?“ If we are focused inward as a 
group of people who managed to find Unitarian Universalism on their own and feel like they fit, our 

 

http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
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impact on Watertown and the Jefferson County is probably not as powerful as it could be. Being 
radical evangelists of liberal religion looking outward doesn’t seem fit many of us very well either. 
There is a middle way. Who is not represented within our congregation now and what can we do to 
make them welcome? 
 
 
February 23 -  Pastor Marty Pelham: “Hope, Faith, and Buoyancy.“  Are we living in the placid 
shallows as a faith community? What might we find if we venture into the turbulent flood of the 
deep water? How can we trust the current to keep us afloat? 

 
March 1 - Pastor Marty Pelham: “Are We Making Joyful Sparks?” Do we have a vision which 
fills us with excitement as a congregation? Is it evident to people who are come through our doors 
for the first time today? Could we accomplish more by doing less or doing things differently? 
 
 

 

Pastor Marty Perpends 
 As I sit at my desk and look out at all the snow, I am filled with awe and gratitude. Awe at 

the sheer power and beauty of nature here in the North Country. Gratitude for being in the right 

place at the right time to have the opportunity to minister here because I never imagined or 

planned living in upstate New York until 2 years ago this month. Gratitude for the hospitality I have 

experienced in many different ways from all of you.  

 I’ve been thinking about how to spend time getting to know 

everyone better and I want to offer some specific ideas. I am happy to 

share lunch or dinner on a Tuesday, or lunch on a Friday (I might even 

be talked into breakfast). Meeting at a local café would be great. If you 

want to meet here for a bowl of soup, just give me a few days’ notice 

and I’ll do the cooking. 

I want to know more about the area so I’m happy to drive to you 

or maybe we can walk or drive around a town or neighborhood I haven’t 

been to and you can share some local history with me (Sundays when 

I’m preaching would work for this as well.)  

 UUA General Assembly is going to be in Providence, Rhode Island, 

June 24-28. I’m going. It has been six years since it has been held this close 

to us and I would love to see plenty of folks from All Souls attend. The early registration price is 

good through March 15, so this is the time to check your calendars. I’ve volunteered at several GA’s 

to reduce the cost and am happy to share more information if this interests you. It is a great 

opportunity to experience the diversity and depth of our movement, have some fun, see old friends 

and make some new ones. 

 Marty 

 

 

Photo by April Huff 
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From the Historian’s Files 
Sarah O’Connell, Historian 

 

Sister March Watertown NY 
· January 18 ·  

  
A small but hardy group at the Rally on the Square. More honks than 1-fingered salutes and a 
couple of yells of "T****" 2020. Respect! 
  

 

News from the Wondering Center  — February 2020 
Frances Mercer, Coordinator for the Wondering Center 
 
The theme for February is COURAGE — 
introduced by these words in the monthly 
“RE-Frigerator Page” from Family Quest of 
the UU Church of the Larger 
Fellowship:  “There are lots of kinds of 
courage, and lots of kinds of situations that 
call on us to be brave.  You could be 
courageous by doing things that are 
physically challenging…mentally 
courageous…emotionally courageous. And, 
more than anything, UUism challenges us to 
be morally courageous—to do the right thing 
even when it is hard….Moral courage isn’t 
easy or simple, but it’s how we build a better 
world!”  The RE-Frigerator Page is designed 

for children and families to read and discuss 
together.  So each month, the Page is sent 
home with each child who attends that 
month.  However, it is also available on the 
Wondering Center Table in the church 
lobby.  I believe that many, not just the 
children and their families, will enjoy the Page 
and find the information and perspectives 
interesting and stimulating. 
 
For example,  the February Page honors 
Waitstill and Martha Sharp for their “incredible 
determination and bravery, literally risking 
their own lives”  to establish and carry out an 
American Unitarian Association project, 
working with various aid networks, to get 

https://www.facebook.com/sistermarchwatertownny/?tn-str=k%2AF
https://www.facebook.com/sistermarchwatertownny/posts/2187074661588456
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people whose lives were in immediate danger 
out of Nazi-occupied Europe.  The Page also 
lets you know that Ken Burns’ 
documentary,“Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ 
War”, can be viewed on Netflix. 
The Act section of the Page presents ways to 
respond to bullying.  The Nurturing 
Spirit section talks about courage as “what we  
do when we move through our fear or anxiety” 
and outlines a technique for doing just 
that.  The Practicing the Principles section 
argues that practicing the UU fourth 
principle—a free and responsible search for 
truth and meaning—requires courage. 
 
Our subscription to the monthly Family Quest 
materials includes not only the RE Page, but 
also lessons for each of the Sundays in the 
month.  The lessons are not necessarily 
focused on the theme, but are designed to 
cover important topics and to be used by 
families and small groups.  The lessons for 
this February focus on learning about some of 
the faiths with Eastern origins:  Shintoism, 
Taoism, and Confucianism.  If any one wants 
access to these lessons, please contact 
Frances Mercer by email 
(fmercer@twcny.rr.com) or phone (315-788-
4508) or in person.    
 
To stir your interest, here are some edited 
excerpts from the lessons:  
 
SHINTOISM—“The Shinto religion is an 
ancient religion practiced mainly in 
Japan. Shintoism doesn’t have a single 
person who started it – or even one single 
God.  It started with the Ainu people, who 
were the earliest tribal people of Japan.  Like 
many tribal religions, Shinto is based in a 
belief in what we call “animism.”  Animism 
means a belief that each different part of 
nature has its own spirit.  People who practice 
Shinto believe that the world is full of spirits, 
called kami.  There are kami for special 
places in nature, like mountains, and there 
are kami for things like thunder, and there 
are kami who are the spirits of special people 
and there are kami who are gods and 

goddesses with stories about how they’ve 
done things on earth.  Human beings are said 
to be descended from kami, which makes 
reverence for ancestors and respect for family 
an important part of Shintoism.  For followers 
of Shintoism individual wants and desires are 
less important than the needs of the family, or 
even the needs of the nation.”  
 
TAOISM—“ Taoism is Chinese. The central 
book of Taoism is called the Tao Te Ching. 
No one quite knows how old the Tao Te 
Ching is – it was certainly written hundreds of 
years before Jesus was born. We also don’t 
know for sure who wrote it. Tradition says that 
it was written by a man named Lao Tzu (also 
spelled Lao Tsu or Lao Tse), but some 
people think that it’s really a collection of 
ancient writings by different authors. Taoism 
is not easy to describe. It’s a set of beliefs or 
principles based on the idea of the Tao – the 
Way. What’s the Way? Well, it’s being in 
harmony with nature and with other people. 
It’s doing the right thing by not trying too hard. 
It’s a feeling of going with the flow of the river 
rather than struggling to swim upstream. It’s a 
way of connecting with the Chi – the life force 
inside every being.” 
 
CONFUCIANISM— “…one more ancient 
religion which comes from China is 
Confucianism. Some people would say that 
Confucianism is not so much a religion as it is 
a philosophy – a set of ideas about how to 
live a good life that doesn’t have much to do 
with gods or anything beyond the natural 
world. Of course, some people would say the 
same thing about Unitarian Universalism. 
Confucius was a real person whose teachings 
were practical, but the way the story of his 
birth is told makes him out to be anything but 
ordinary.”  
 
February is the shortest month of the year, 
but still has four Sundays and some popular 
holidays: 
Groundhog Day on Feb. 2, Valentine’s Day 
on Feb. 14 and Presidents’ Day on Feb . 17 
(celebration of the birthdays of two 

javascript:void(0);
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presidents—Lincoln’s 2/12 and Washington’s 
2/22), Mardi Gras on Feb. 23 and Ash 
Wednesday on Feb. 26.  And perhaps of 
more interest to the children, the  Winter 
recess (no school) for schools in Jefferson 
County is Feb. 17-21.  The Chinese New 
Year falls on January 25, but the celebration 
continues for 15 days ending with the Lantern 
Festival on Feb. 8.  There are so many 
possibilities for the Wondering Center 
Activities—what shall we do?   Below is the 
current plan for topics to be covered. 
 
February 2nd  —  Something a little silly—
celebrating Groundhog Day.  It can be a lot of 
fun to pretend that the experience of a 
groundhog such as Punxsutawney Phil tells 
us how soon winter will be followed by 
spring.  
 
February 9th —  A Story about the Beginning 
of Valentine’s Day — a story about love, 
friendship and courage. 
How can we make our Valentine’s Day a 
celebration of love, friendship and courage? 
 

February 16th — On Presidents’ Day some 
will honor Presidents Washington and Lincoln 
as courageous leaders who stood up for 
inherent human rights and for democracy as a 
way to ensure participation of all in important 
decisions.  Today how might each of us affirm 
and promote the fifth UU principle— the right 
of conscience and the use of the democratic 
process within our congregations and in 
society at large? 
 
February 23rd — How to live a good life—
Exploring two ancient 
religions/faiths/philosophies from China—
Toaism and Confucianism.  
 
INVITATION — As always there is an open 
invitation to any adult who wishes to assist 
with any of these topics.  Do you have a 
special interest in, perspective on, or 
knowledge of any of these topics?  Are you 
eager to get to know the children better 
and enrich your life?  Your assistance and 
participation will be greatly 
appreciated.  Please contact Frances 
Mercer by email or phone or in person.  

From the President’s Desk 
Harriet McMillan 

By-Laws Update 
 
 In the fall, the Executive Committee met to review and update the by-laws.  Now we have a 
job for you!  Please review the changes as presented by Robert South, and come to the 
Congregational Conversation on February 9 following the service. 
 Rather than try to explain the proposed changes to you, I am including Robert’s explanation 
of the changes.  Thank you, Robert. 
 
Bylaws Amendment 

Last  year, the executive committee was tasked to produce a set of recommended changes to the bylaws, and 

now the Board of Trustees has voted to put those changes forth to the congregation. 

There will be a first congregational conversation about this after the service on February 9 when marked up 

copies of the bylaws will be provided, showing proposed additions and deletions.   

 

The main features are as follows: 

1.Gender specific references have been removed. For example, where the bylaws said a member joins 

"by signing his or her name in the Membership Book" has been changed to just "by signing the Membership 

Book." 



6 

 

 

2.  References to the St Lawrence District have been removed, since it no longer exists.  For example 

"This church shall be a member of the Unitarian Universalist Association and of the area organizations in 

which it is located, namely the St. Lawrence District of the Unitarian Universalist Association" 

will now just say 

"This church shall be a member of the Unitarian Universalist Association and of the area organizations in 

which it is located." 

 

3.  The old bylaws provided for members resigning from the church, but under the new changes members 

can also be removed by the board if they die, are inactive for a long time, or are disruptive. 

 

4.  The job description of the book keeper will be removed and most of the treasurer's job is detailed more 

thoroughly.  

 

5.  The list of most standing committees will be removed, as will the requirement for them to submit reports 

to the office.  Committees will unambiguously be created by the board and report as board policy directs. 

Listing standing committees in the bylaws makes them committees of the congregation, which contradicts 

the broad powers other parts of the bylaws give to the board concerning committees.  

 

6.  Some wording has been changed for greater clarity.  For example the requirement for former members of 

the nominating committee, upon reaching their term limit, to stay off the committee until a year "has been 

completed" will be changed to "has passed," since that is more grammatical. 

 

7.  Citations as to when various parts of the bylaws became part of the bylaws will be removed.  This 

information is contained in the minutes and doesn't need to be duplicated in the bylaws themselves.  

 

8.  The title of Article V, which is entirely about meetings, and which follows Article IV, Membership, will 

be changed from "Members" to "Meetings."  

 

9.  An extra paragraph has been added in Article VIII Minister, clarifying that the article is about called 

ministers.  Relationships with consulting ministers are governed by the contract.  And paragraph numbering 

is adjusted accordingly.  

 

10.  The board is unambiguously empowered to set the cost for memorial plaques and ash scattering.  Ashes 

may be scattered anywhere in the memorial garden, there will not be assigned places.  

 

The plan is for the congregation to approve these changes, or amended versions of them, at the annual 

meeting on June 14th. 

 
 
Unsung heroes for this month: the Ad Hoc Committee for Church Repairs.  Thank you everyone for 
donating your time to this endeavor. 

 
  
 
 

People News 
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 Lorraine Payette’s home in Canada burned to the ground in late January. For the time being 
she is living with her mother, Lois Creed, in Dexter. We will taking a collection for the next two 
Sundays, (2/2, and 2/9) to give to Lorraine. 
 
. 

 

Around the Church 
 

Board Meeting Highlights 1/17/20 
 The next Panera night will be February 18, 4-8 PM, smack dab in the middle of winter break. 
If you can join us, you need to take the Panera fundraising flyer with you in order to qualify the 
church for its earnings, or find the flyer on the church’s Facebook  page and show it at the counter 
when you order.   
 Our treasurer has discovered errors in our monthly financial statements, and will be working 
with the Office Administrator to correct them. However, Glenda Frost, our Office Administrator, has 
been following the established procedures for Quickbooks. Additionally, Robert South has updated 
the spreadsheet for the report. 
 A new toilet has been installed in the women’s  bathroom. 
 The board is debating company adjuster vs. public insurance adjuster.   
 We will be taking the suggested By-Law revisions to the congregation in February, 
preparatory to presenting them for acceptance at the annual meeting. 
 Thursday night AA has asked to use the nursery for child care during their meeting. We 
agreed to this, for no additional charge. 
 

 
Thanks Rebecca 

 On Thursday, January 16, Rebecca Carr contacted the Watertown 
Department of Public Works about finding our lines to the city sewer.  The city 
workers came to the church and located the sewer lines and marked them.  More 
questions answered. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Every Month at All Souls 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at the church.  Gathering and chatting begins at 6:30, the meeting 
begins at 7 PM. 
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And Every Week at All Souls 
 The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for 
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are 
delivered.  She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

 
Generosity Project 

 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
half, divide the remainder and send those monies  to the chosen organizations.  This year we 
chose three organizations: North Country Public Radio, Worker’s Center of CNY, and Jefferson 
County Victims’ Assistance Center.. Each organization receives 1/6 of the uncommitted funds for 
the year.  
 

Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office 

 The Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office’s 2020 Intergenerational Spring Seminar 
will take place in New York City April 16-18, 2020.  This year’s seminar, All in for Climate Justice: 
People, Power, Planet, will equip participants with the skills necessary to be meaningful change-
makers in their communities towards a more sustainable and just world.  Learn about working 
together locally and on an international level to achieve climate justice.  Open to youth and adults 
age 14 and up! Register by February 3, 2020 for lower early-bird rates.  Scholarships are available 
to offset the cost of registration: apply by January 27, www.uua.org/unspringseminar 

 

Calendar 
February
 

*Not open to public 
Call the church office to get the name 
 of the contact person for the T’ai Chi 
class you want. 

 
 
Sunday 2/2 , 2/16 

Advanced Taiji, Eaton Social Hall, 8:30 
 AM 

Discussion in the Informal Lounge,  
 9:30 AM 

 Church Service , 10:30 AM 
 Buddhist Sangha, Informal 
 Lounge, 1:30 PM 
 

2/9, 2/23 
Advanced Taiji, Eaton Social Hall, 8:30 

 AM 
Discussion in the Informal Lounge, 

 9:30 AM 
 Church Service  10:30 AM 
  
 
Monday 2/3, 2/10, 2/17, 2/24 
 Northern Blend Chorus, Eaton Social  

Hall, 6:30 PM 
Tuesday2/4, 2/18 
 Office Hours 9-2 
 Pastor Pelham’s Office Hours 
  1-7 PM 
 Q Center, Eaton Social Hall 

 

http://www.uua.org/unspringseminar
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Board meetings are held the third 
Friday at 9:00 AM at the church in 
the conference room. Meetings are 
open to all members of the 
congregation. 

and Informal Lounge 
3:30 PM 

 CUUPS Eaton Social Hall, 6:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26 

T’ai Chi for Parkinsons Patients, Eaton 
Social Hall, 1 PM 

T’ai Chi, Advanced,  Eaton Social Hall,  
 5:30 PM 
  
 2/12  

Small Numbers, Big  
  Possibilities, Informal Lounge,  

7 PM 
 
 2/26  

Book Ends, LaMothe Lounge, 5 PM 
 
 

 
Thursday 2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 2/27 

T’ai Chi, Beginning and Intermediate, 
Eaton Social Hall, 9:30 AM 

*Alcoholics Anonymous, Eaton Social  
  Hall, 8 PM 
 
Friday 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28 
 Office Hours, 9-2 
 Pastor Pelham’s Office Hours 
 
 2/21 
 North Country Allies, Eaton Social 
  Hall 7 PM 
 
 2/28 Workers Center of Central NY 
  Eaton Social Hall, 6 PM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees   Staff 
President: Harriet McMillan  harrietm@allsoulsuu.org  Office Administrator: Glenda Frost 
Vice President: Veronica Hartman  veronicah.asuuc.@gmail.com  Sextons: Chris Coughlin 
Secretary: Robert South   roberts.asuuc@gmail.com  Music: Toni Zygadlo 
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com  Childcare: Chris Coughlin 
Trustee:    Rebecca Carr rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com    Religious Education: Frances Mercer 
Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke      
Trustee:   Catherine Burns catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com       
Trustee:   Heather Winn heatherw.asuuc@gmail.corg 
 
        
 . 
        
  
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 
Office Administrator M, W, F, 10-1 

Phone (315) 788-2742 
E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail 

 Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15

TH
 OF THE MONTH.  

 ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

 

mailto:eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

ALL SOULS NEWS February 2020 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
      
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Our Mission 

 The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which 

personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our 

individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

 We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all 

people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

 We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and 

our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement 

with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just sign our membership 

book in the presence of two board members.   


