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ALL SOULS NEWS –September 2020 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 

 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 
September 6 – Labor Day weekend, no service 
 
September 13 – Joanne Harter:  “What I Did During Summer Vacation, ” the  
UU version of the essays from our schooldays entitled about how we spent the summer. We 
usually bring rocks and water from wherever we spent time in July and August to help us tell our 
stories and reconnect with one another. Even though this will be a virtual service,  we still ask you 
to bring them (or other small mementoes, such as a feather, acorn, etc.) to show. As you pour your 
sample of water from its little bottle into a bowl at your home, Joanne will pour representative water 
into a common container to mingle everyone's contributions. Welcome Home!   Please remember 
to bring a rock or some water gathered during your summer travels, or from your own backyard 
(and we’ll have extras in case you forget.) 
 
September 20 – Judy and Andre DeZanger: “Authenticity and Personal Authority.”  We will 
be presenting a talk done by Carlton Pearson, a UU minister at All Soul's Church in Tulsa, OK.  He 
gives an excellent sermon on the importance of allowing ourselves to be Authentically present in 
life. Carlton examines the concept of Permission, where do you get or do you need permission to 
express yourself authentically?  He has had personal experience with this as he was a Bishop in a 
mega Pentecostal church and became a Heretic for expressing his authentic personal belief of 
INCLUSION, that everybody can go to heaven .   

To find out more about his life, there is a movie called COME SUNDAY on the internet and 
Amazon Prime and you can also listen to his sermon before our service 
at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbcCynjnhco (Start at 7:22 min 
 
September 27 – Pastor Marty Pelham: “Where are We Going?”  Song #1003 in Singing the 
Journey (teal hymnal), based on a painting by Paul Gaugin, asks: “Where do we come from? What 

http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
mailto:allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbcCynjnhco
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
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are we? Where are we going?” The answer to the third question can only be answered in the 
moment and by the whole community. In this month of renewal, where are we going? Are we even 
moving?  
 
  

Our Pastor’s Column 
Pastor Marty Pelham 
 I spent much of my time during the past two months reading for my 
Ministerial Fellowship Committee (MFC) interview in October as well as 
writing eight essays for my MFC portfolio which was completed in late July. 
When you have to write eight separate essays about different aspects of 
your personal understanding of ministry, it is a challenge not to repeat 
yourself. I worked on drafts of all of the essays during the same time period 
and I noticed that certain motifs seemed woven through all of them. The dominant ones concerned 
mission and covenant. I see these concepts as intertwined in Unitarian Universalism as a non-
creedal faith community and I don’t think we can have one without the other in a meaningful 
effective way.  
 I’ve mentioned both of these in the past and I’ll be engaging them throughout the year 
ahead. For this column, I’d like to focus on mission. A mission is unique to the members of a 
distinct voluntary association, whether that is a political movement or a faith community, in a 
particular period in time. The relationships represented in a group’s mission change every time the 
community changes, even as small a change as adding or losing a single member. So, they need 
to be reviewed and renewed periodically in order to truly represent the community which owns 
them. September is a season of renewal with the beginning of a new school year and new church 
year. It is an ideal time to review and renew our mission.  
 What is All Souls’ mission? I’m not talking about our mission statement on our website. 
Effective organizational missions have certain characteristics. Among those, it should be no longer 
than an average sentence (20 words maximum) written at a level which can be understood by a 
12-year-old. It should express active intent and be familiar to and believed by every member of the 
group. A group with no mission is simply surviving at best. A commonly held mission can make the 
difference between a building with lots of little ministries and a thriving religious community which 
transforms lives within and beyond their membership. 
 What is All Souls’ mission now, in September of 2020? Would each of you spend some time 
thinking about that in the weeks ahead? Would each of you spent some time discussing it with 
others?  
 I’m looking forward to seeing you on the Zoom screen and/or hearing you on the telephone 
soon. 
 
 

President’s Report 
Robert South 
           First of all, the building is currently a construction site.  As general contractor, 
Diego Aguilar is supervising all the work being done, and the board has appointed Till 
Fritzsching as project manager.  Neither one of them needs additional micro-
management.  While workers are present doing work, our presence in the work area 
could be dangerous or disruptive to the work or to ourselves.  Please see the attached photo of me 
interrupting Diego’s work to ask him to pose.  
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Diego Aguilar on the job! 

We had our first board meeting of the fiscal year on July 16th.  We are trying Democratic 
Rules of Order by Fred and Peg Frances, which is simpler than Robert’s Rules.  A recent change 
to the bylaws made it clear that only meetings of the congregation are required to use Robert’s 
Rules.   Due largely to attempting to use “rounds” (an unrelated procedural innovation promoted in 
a UUA webinar some of us watched) it lasted 2 hours, which needs to be reduced perhaps by not 
using rounds for every issue.   We addressed many issues, however:  we have hired a new 
accountant to come in and just do books, which were in bad shape as I’m sure Eleanor will 
report.  Glenda has been let go as our office administrator, and Chris is now being paid only for 
hours worked, which are few since the building us shut down.  We have ad hoc committees 
revising the building use form and working on a thorough policy review.  Catherine Burns is 
formally our registrar now, Warren Allen is back as our collector, and I appointed Veronica 
Hartman, Catherine Burns, Georgette Spinelli and Anita Lee to the Memorial Garden 
Committee.  They have really been sprucing it up and have big plans.  You can socially distance 
while looking at it, so go check it out. 

Church Mutual Insurance finally paid us $102,353.16, and additional funds may be available 
if we can prove they are needed for reconstruction.  Once the money was in hand, we had an 
additional special board meeting to approve a contract with Diego Aguilar which amounts to 
82,238.41.    

 We will be getting all new kitchen cabinets and a new island, though the butcher block 
countertops will be reused.  

  We will be getting all new vinyl floor tiles in the sanctuary, social hall, kitchen and chancel.   

 We will be getting all our damaged sheetrock replaced and repainted, and while he’s up 
there on a lift Diego will replace the recessed lighting with dimmable LEDs (not part of 
reconstruction but well worth it).  Lighting in all damaged areas will be replaced with new 
kinds that can take LED bulbs.   

 We will be getting a new ceiling in the foyer.  The brick like floor in the entry, foyer, and coat 
room will be repaired and cleaned.   

 There will be new and additional power outlets in many places.   

 We will be getting all new furniture in the office.   

 We will be getting new carpet in the LaMothe lounge and the informal lounge.   

 We will be getting new Luxury Vinyl Tile in the walkway through the informal lounge and in 
the office.    

 And the organ pit floor will be raised to the level of the rest of the floor, with shelves 
installed. And some minor repairs to the railing around the pit. 

The Rodgers 740 organ has been donated to a Fulton man who is a retired Rodgers 
technician.  He is active in getting organs and parts to 
churches that need them.   The board approved getting 
rid of it last year when we approved getting rid of the 
player piano, and research showed it would be hard to 
get paid anything for this model.  Thanks to Heather for 
finding it a new home.   

We had two congregational conversations, one 
about the board approving the reconstruction project 
without bringing it to the congregation and one about 
the possibility of reopening, which the UUA is 
discouraging at this time.  There were no significant 
categorical objections to either the Aguilar contract or 
the idea of continuing to do meetings by Zoom until 
after a vaccine is available.  
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Last fiscal year we approved hiring Pastor Marty Pelham to continue working with us as a half 
time consulting minister until August 2021, and that contract has now been signed.  

 

From the Historian’s Files 
Sarah O’Connell 

A Unitarian Universalist August Birthday 

My quest was to find people who identified as Unitarian-Universalists who had August 
birthday.  That was harder than it sounds, my search engine (you know, the one that begins with 
"G") and I were really put to the test.  But...I found a good one.  Born on August 22, 1920 (100 

years ago!) in Waukegan, Illinois, died June 5, 2012: 
 
Thank you, Wikipedia: 
 
Ray Douglas Bradbury (August 22, 1920 – June 5, 2012) was an American author 
and screenwriter. One of the most celebrated 20th- and 21st-century American 
writers, he worked in a variety of genres including fantasy, science fiction, horror, and 
mystery fiction. 
Bradbury was mainly known for his novel Fahrenheit 451 (1953) and his science 
fiction and horror story collections The Martian Chronicles (1950), The Illustrated 
Man (1951), and I Sing the Body Electric! (1969).[2] Most of his best known work is in 
fantasy fiction, but he also wrote in other genres, such as the coming of age novel Dandelion 
Wine (1957) and the fictionalized memoir Green Shadows, White Whale (1992). He also wrote and 
consulted on screenplays and television scripts, including Moby Dick and It Came from Outer 
Space. Many of his works were adapted into television and film as well as comic books. 
The New York Times called Bradbury "the writer most responsible for bringing modern science 
fiction into the literary mainstream".[2] 
 

 

People News 
Celebrating! 

 Two families are celebrating being reunited with their soldiers who have returned from 
Afghanistan.  The Cartier family and the Huff family have welcomed home their fathers. 
. 

We Remember 
Barbara Hanrahan-White died Thursday August 20, at the Carthage Care 
Center.  She was 92. Barbara was a teacher; principal in multiple schools in 
Watertown. She and her husband, Bob, were parents of two girls, who were 
brought up in the church. 

Barbara was very active in All Souls, in various capacities, the last one 
as president of the Board of Trustees. She possessed boundless energies, and 
love. 

On Sunday, August 29, we shared memories of Barbara. There were 
some sweet memories. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fahrenheit_451
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Martian_Chronicles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Illustrated_Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Illustrated_Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Sing_the_Body_Electric!_(short_story_collection)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_Bradbury#cite_note-NYT-20120606-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dandelion_Wine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dandelion_Wine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Shadows,_White_Whale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moby_Dick_(1956)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It_Came_from_Outer_Space
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It_Came_from_Outer_Space
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_Bradbury#cite_note-NYT-20120606-2
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Recovering From Eye Surgery 

 Both Jackie Radke and Till Fritzsching are recovering from cataract surgery. Jackie reports her 
vision is much improved.  Till has gone on to have glaucoma related surgery. 

 

Around the Church 
 Building and Grounds 

Good Morning all. I will keep this brief though there are some exciting things going on. 
First of all I’d like to give a shout out to Heather Wynn, heretofore known as the ‘Organ 

Donor’ for facilitating the donation of the organ to a gentleman from Syracuse that does nothing but 
rehab pipe organs and early electronic ‘Rogers’ Organs. The beauty of this is that he rehabilitates 
these organs and then, rather than sell for a profit, he turns around and donates to other, 
churches, organizations etc. who are in need of these instruments. 
A wonderful send off for this lovely old instrument on its journey. 

Other great news, the church reconstruction has begun. Other than the shipping delays 
presented by the Pandemic, things are moving along nicely. There are likely to be decisions to be 
made as we move along with the project such as color choices etc. Some of these cannot 
necessarily be predicted but all add, move, or change orders will be run through the board, and 
Robert is closely involved as such. 

-Till Fritzsching 
  
 

 
 

Rock Garden and More 
Catherine Burns has done a 

beautiful job restoring the rock 
garden outside the informal lounge. 
Her consultants are Robert South 
and Veronica Hartman. 
 Thanks to the Radkes for 
weeding along the curb in front of 
the church.  It looks much less 
abandoned thanks to their efforts. 

 

 

 

From the Mailbag  
From Rande Richardson of the Northern NY Community Foundation 

The Board of Trustees voted to donate the remainder of the funds 
budgeted for social action for the past fiscal year to the Northern 
New York Community Foundation, to help with expenses incurred 

from the their COVID response efforts. Frances Mercer made the suggestion. 
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“Dear Harriet—Just want to send along a personal note of my thanks and appreciation for the very 
thoughtful and generous gift from All Souls to help with the Community Foundation’s COVID 
Response efforts.  We could not do tis without the type of caring generosity you show.  Thank you 
for leading by example with your hearts and believing in the power of our work together to help 
those who are struggling.  Always grateful for your support , encouragement, and friendship.” 
 
 

Every Month at All Souls 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays on zoom.  Gathering and chatting begins at 6:30, the meeting 
begins at 7 PM. For meeting updates and sharing of pagan-themed memes and articles found 
elsewhere on Facebook, check out our Facebook page (Chalice Circle CUUPS.) 

 
And Every Week at All Souls 

 The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for 
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are 
delivered.  She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

 
Generosity Project 

 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies  to the chosen organizations.  This year 
we chose Hospice and Planned Parenthood. Each organization receives 1/4 of the uncommitted 
funds for the year.  
 

 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

Textbanking 
Announcing Friends, Family & Faith Textbank to GA Voters! I have loved living Georgia for the past few years, 
but I can't forget my roots in New York. I figured I'd bring them together for a fun collaboration! I am inviting all 
New York and Georgia UUs to the "Friends, Family, & Faith Textbank." 
Join us for a massive textbank with New Georgia Project. We are calling on Georgia AND New York UUs to 
join us on Sunday, September 27, 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm to show up for Georgia voters! 
We know that some of our leaders have abandoned their responsibility to support voters in November. We the 
people, have to step up! We have the power to make sure every who can vote, gets an opportunity to cast their 
ballot. We can do this if all of us do our part.  
Textbanking is a fun, easy way to contact voter a MASSIVE number of voters. Bring your friends, family and faith 
to the event!   
We’re calling on each Georgia and New York congregation to join this action.  
Join the Faith, Friends & Family Textbank! Let's team up to get closer to reaching our goal of contacting 1 
Millions voters before Election Day. 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/18915498/243691760/-2098080516?emci=6ecd6dca-33e9-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=5018300&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjZhZmMxOTc2LTcwZWEtZWExMS04YjAzLTAwMTU1ZDAzOTRiYiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAibWFydHlwZWxoYW1AeWFob28uY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=CXylIk2vauj2AURanuewS9jQUNC0NN2I8eD6oH19gyM=
https://click.everyaction.com/k/18915498/243691760/-2098080516?emci=6ecd6dca-33e9-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=5018300&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjZhZmMxOTc2LTcwZWEtZWExMS04YjAzLTAwMTU1ZDAzOTRiYiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAibWFydHlwZWxoYW1AeWFob28uY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=CXylIk2vauj2AURanuewS9jQUNC0NN2I8eD6oH19gyM=
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Join the Friends, Family & Faith Textbank 

Let's hit our goal of contacting 1 Millions Voters! 

RSVP FOR THE TEXTBANK! 

 

 
Here how we do it: 

1. Have 20% of your congregation join the text bank. 
2. Sign up friends and family member. 
3. Share this info in you congregation’s newsletter, on social media, and share through your congregation’s 

groups.  

Registration ends on September 18th. Reserve your spot, today! 
  

  

  

A Letter from the Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, President of the UUA 

From the Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray to church leadership (all of us) 

I am thinking of you and holding you in my heart. As we continue to learn more about what 

is happening in Kenosha, Wisconsin, it is all so infuriating, heartbreaking, and traumatizing. 

The violence inflicted on Black lives and Black communities needs our attention and 

response across this country. 

 

I also want to make sure that each of us is doing what we need to do to take care of 

ourselves and respond to the needs of our hearts and souls. Please, today, tomorrow, and 

in the days ahead, take time for your well-being. Personally, I am trying to shift things on my 

schedule to put my attention where it is most needed, to make time to rest, and to show up 

where I feel called to be. 

 

As religious leaders guiding congregations, I want you to know how much your work 

matters. There is so much collective grief that needs expression. There is so much 

organizing and resistance that needs support. There is so much compassion that needs to 

be nurtured. 

 

Religious community is one of the containers to express our collective grief and to be 

strengthened by the knowledge that we are not alone. This experience of interdependence 

creates compassion and calls us to act from that place of love for the things we hold most 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/18915499/243691761/1469759859?emci=6ecd6dca-33e9-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=5018300&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjZhZmMxOTc2LTcwZWEtZWExMS04YjAzLTAwMTU1ZDAzOTRiYiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAibWFydHlwZWxoYW1AeWFob28uY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=CXylIk2vauj2AURanuewS9jQUNC0NN2I8eD6oH19gyM=
https://click.everyaction.com/k/18915500/243691762/-2098080516?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5MDg1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjZhZmMxOTc2LTcwZWEtZWExMS04YjAzLTAwMTU1ZDAzOTRiYiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAibWFydHlwZWxoYW1AeWFob28uY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=CXylIk2vauj2AURanuewS9jQUNC0NN2I8eD6oH19gyM=&emci=03507092-6dea-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&emdi=6afc1976-70ea-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&ceid=5018300
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deeply. It kindles in us the courage to confront systems of injustice and nurture new 

practices of justice and care. 

 
 

As religious leaders guiding congregations, I want you 

to know how much your work matters. 

 
 

We hold in our prayers Jacob Blake, who is paralyzed after being shot in the back by 

Kenosha police. We pray for his family, especially his children who witnessed this violence. 

We pray for the loved ones of those killed and injured in Kenosha, after a white nationalist 

shot into a crowd of protestors. We pray for movement leaders and those witnessing for 

Black Lives Matter. We pray for people in California, Iowa, Louisiana, and Arkansas trying 

to survive in the midst of unprecedented fires and storms. We pray for our children and their 

parents, caregivers, and teachers who are navigating unbelievable challenges, while, at the 

same time, they are teaching little ones and youth how to love and thrive. 

 

I also want to recognize those of you whose work is directly connected to supporting and 

responding to communities, leaders, and individuals that are in the midst of crisis situations. 

From organizing to communications, to pastoral care and disaster response—your work is 

deeply important. In this time, when nearly every day brings new trauma, you keep showing 

up. May you too take care of your spirit and know that is needed for the work as well. 

 

And to everyone, I send my deep care to you and your loved ones and families. Thank you 

for the ways you bring so much care and commitment to your congregations, communities, 

and to this faith we share—Unitarian Universalism. I love you. I am with you. I am praying 

with and for you always. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 

Board meetings are held the third 
Friday at 9:00 AM at the church in 
the conference room. Meetings are 
open to all members of the 
congregation. 

 
All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees   Staff 
President: Robert South Roberts.asuuc@gmail.com   Office Administrator 
Vice President: Heather Winn heatherw.asuuc@gmail.com  Sexton: Chris Coughlin 
Secretary: Karen Hall  khall.asuuc@gmail.com   Music: Toni Zygadlo 
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com  Childcare: Chris Coughlin 
Trustee:    Rebecca Carr rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com    Religious Education: Frances Mercer 
Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke      
Trustee:   Catherine Burns catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com       
 
        
 . 
        
  
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 
Office Administrator M, W, F, 10-1 

Phone (315) 788-2742 
E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail 

 Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15

TH
 OF THE MONTH.  

 ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:Roberts.asuuc@gmail.com
mailto:heatherw.asuuc@gmail.com
mailto:khall.asuuc@gmail.com
mailto:eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

ALL SOULS NEWS September 2020 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
      
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Our Mission 

 The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which 

personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our 

individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

 We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all 

people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

 We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and 

our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement 

with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just sign our membership 

book in the presence of two board members.   


