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ALL SOULS NEWS –April 2019 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 

 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 

Snow! 
In the event we need to cancel a service because of the weather, a notice 

will be posted on the opening page of our website  

www.allsoulsuu.org.  

 

(And yes, this happens in April.  Just last April 15th the service was 

called off because of an ice storm.) 
 
 

Worship 
April 7 Cari Knight 

LGBTQ Cultural Competency 

Cari Knight from ACR Services will speak about the services they provide to the Watertown 

Community. For those who aren’t aware, ACR is the group who sponsor the QBED group of 

teens who meet at All Souls after school on Tuesdays. Catherine Burns is coordinating this 

service. 

 

April 14 Rev. Dave Weissbard returns with another stimulating service. 

 

http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
mailto:allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
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April 21 Sarah O’Connell 

A UU Interpretation of Easter 

Unitarian-Universalists approach Easter from a 

slightly different direction than other churches.  

But it's not just about bunnies and colored eggs, 

it's a time to contemplate what the season means 

and how we can incorporate that meaning into our 

lives. 

 

April 28 Susan Tague-Smith 

Umbrellas of Faith  

Our worship leader for Sun April 28 is Ms. Susan 

Tague-Smith, a former pastor and retired high 

school teacher. Susan will consider how April 

showers can remind us of the many umbrellas of 

faith that we possess. 

 

Collector 
Some others may think this is 2019,  but we know this is 2018/19 and will 

be so until the end of June.  As of this writing we have received 

completed pledge cards for the next fiscal year from thirteen families,  

and if you have or will write any checks before July which you want to 

apply to your pledge for our next fiscal year, please mark "19/20 pledge" 

on it or let me know. 

    Thanks to all who come,  and bring their ideas to help improve this world.  And thanks to 

those who pledge.  The total amount pledge for this year 2018/19 is $35,298.96.  As of 

March 17 this year is 71% gone, and we've brought in $26,317 in current pledges, or 74% of 

that goal.  And besides pledges, thanks to we who bring or send checks of unpledged 

donations.  We had budgeted a guess of $1500 for this and have thus far received $886.  And 

thanks to those who  share some cash;  we had budgeted $2000 for this and our congregation 

has thus far received $2045,  of which we'll again share half with this year's other charities. 

    It seems that there are two ways to use PayPal to donate towards our expenses.  One way 

has no fee and the other way costs us 3% fee.  If interested, please ask Eleanor.  And 

probably any bank or credit union could move your tithes and other gifts without cost to 

you.   

    For those who have done pledge cards for the current fiscal year, I have or will soon send 

along the quarterly summary.  Others who donate and want a statement, please ask and 

forsooth it will be done. 

--Warren Allen 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Easterbunny_1.jpg
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Historian 

I had a query from someone recently who is writing a book on Bill Johnston, 

the man who inspired the Pirate Weeks in Alexandria Bay every summer.  Bill 

Johnston (February 1, 1782 – February 17, 1870) was a Canadian-American 

smuggler, river pirate, and War of 1812 privateer. Although much (most?) of 

the story as enacted is exaggerated or downright false, he was still an 

impressive character.  Apparently All Souls had a letter from him written to 

Bernard Bagley, a local attorney, as well as a collection of other valuable papers with 

presidential signatures on them.  After the fire burned down the church in 1985, the board 

decided to sell this collection to various collectors.  Supposedly the Johnston letter ended up 

in the archives of the Flower Library which I am trying to confirm.  Here is a reference to an 

article on that search:  http://www.piratebilljohnston.com/2010/06/bill-johnstons-letter-to-

bernard-bagley.html 

--Sarah O'Connell 

Altar News 

On Easter Sunday, the altar will be graced with our traditional 

arrangement of calla lilies. For $10.00, you may honor someone, 

living or dead, with the list of donors and honorees appearing in the 

Sunday Order of Celebration and the May newsletter. Funds raised 

this way support the altar decorations.    See Joanne Harter or 

Catherine Burns, CDOs, to sign up. 

 

Building and Grounds 

As stated elsewhere in the newsletter, Buildings and Grounds 

has submitted the current roofing bids with recommendations 

to the board, a final award for the project is imminent pending 

a few last-minute details and should be ready for the April 

14th Congregational Meeting.  There are other projects.  The 

floor in the R/E wing is to be repaired/replaced which will 

include a hopscotch court:  adults are welcome to play but when the bell for services rings 

you are required to attend.  Skylights will be revisited during the roof repairs and further data 

regarding their repair shall be collected.  Air ducting over sanctuary and social hall are to be 

reviewed by B&G, with recommendations to repair or replace pending. This should help to 

mitigate high temperatures in the sanctuary and restore the building’s ability to ‘breath’ as 

was incorporated in the original design without the incessant ‘fan’ noise that was an issue 

with the existing system. More is to come.  Snow plowing and sidewalk clearing has been an 

ongoing issue this season. That will go out to bid following the same process as the roof bid. 

--Till Fritzsching 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Calla_palustris2.jpg
http://www.piratebilljohnston.com/2010/06/bill-johnstons-letter-to-bernard-bagley.html
http://www.piratebilljohnston.com/2010/06/bill-johnstons-letter-to-bernard-bagley.html
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People News 
Shannon Starkweather-Burke 

Shannon informs us that her husband is leaving the military, 

so her family will be leaving the Watertown area sometime 

later this year.  Many of us are puzzled.  Why would anyone 

leave the North Country who didn't absolutely have to?  Also 

this will put a crimp in the fledgeling Movie Nites. Who will 

take up the mantle?   

 
 
Jan Summerville 
After a visit to the hospital for a couple of weeks in 

early March, Jan Summerville is back at Samaritan 

Summit as of March 16th.  She's getting down the 

hall to go eat, but fears she may not be up to 

attending services soon.  

 
Laurie Caster 
Pat Conklin, who worked for us a while as our book keeper, has gone back to 

the temp agency.  While we are looking for a permanent Office Administrator, 

our former Office Administrator, Laurie Caster, has kindly agreed to work for 

us very part time for a few weeks.  Volunteers will be staffing most of the 

office hours however.   

 

Around the Church 
WUMBA Basket 
Many of you may be aware of the disappearance of the Amish 

basket that was donated to serve as our "locally made" themed 

Watertown Urban Mission Basket to be auctioned off for 

charity.  It had been stored on a shelf in the coat room.  Well, 

Rebecca Carr has donated a replacement basket which is 

actually superior to the "trade goods" style of the lost one.  

Heather Winn was collecting donated items that are locally 

made to go inside and raise the value.  The idea was to put it in 

an auction for the good work of the Urban Mission. But now we 

hear there will be no WUMBA auction this spring. 
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Book of Joyous Remembrance  
The scrapbook we sent to Reverend Guy was stolen 

from his address in New Orleans after being 

delivered, but before he could pick it up.  The new 

Book of Joyous Remembrance is heading out to Guy 

after the Special Congregational meeting, but don’t 

delay: write your messages now!   
 

Stewardship Campaign 
It's been said before, but the words haven't lost their meaning,  
 

"Blessed are those who yearn for deepening more than escape, who are not afraid to grow in spirit.  
Blessed are those who take seriously the bonds of community, who regularly join in celebration 
and learning, who come as much to minister as to be ministered unto.  Blessed are those who 
bring their children, who invite their friends to come along, to join in fellowship, service, learning, 
and growth.  Blessed are those who support the church and its work by their regular, sustained, 
and generous giving, and who give of themselves no less than their money.  Blessed are those 
who know that the church and its work is often imperfect, yet rather than harbor feelings of anger 
or disappointment, bring their concerns and needs to the attention of the church leaders.  Blessed 
are those who when asked to serve, do it gladly, who realize that change is brought about through 
human meeting, who do the work of committees, and stay till the end.  Blessed are those who 
speak their minds in meetings, who can take and give criticism, who keep alive their sense of 
humor.  Blessed are those who know that the work of the church is the transformation of society, 
who have a vision of Beloved Community transcending the present, and who do not shrink from 
controversy, sacrifice, or change.   Blessed are they indeed." 

 

Thank you for your generosity,  

Catherine Burns 

CUUPS News: 
     On April 9, our discussion centers on Dreams: what they are and how to influence them. 

Perhaps we will also delve into keeping a dream journal and interpreting dreams. 

     On April 23, we will be discussing Beltane. 

     As usual, the meeting starts at 7 PM after informal conversations from 6:30 PM. 

 

Common Read 
The Discussion Hour, which is held in the informal lounge every 

Sunday from 9:30 to 10:15, has become the forum for the Common 

Read. This last year All Souls did Once and Future Liberal, by Mark 

Lilla rather than any of the books on the UUA list.  The participants 

decided to continue doing congregational Common Reads of our own 

selection throughout the year.  Every two months will be a different 

book, and discussions will occur on the second Sunday of each month.  

Our next book is the excellent Cat's Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut.  The 

first discussion will be April 14th and the second May 12th. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CatsCradle(1963).jpg
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Sunday Sunrise Taiji 
Sunday the 24th was the final week for the Sunrise Taiji class.   
 
Movie Nights 
The April Movie Nights will be: 

Come Sunday April 12th, 7 PM  

(really good) 

The Lorax April 27th, 4:30 PM Family Movie  

(also really good). 

 

Special Congregational Meeting 
At the March 22nd meeting, the Board of Trustees determined that on 

April 14th there will be a Special Congregational Meeting at noon in the Eaton Social Hall.  

The purpose of the meeting is to authorize funds for the repair of the roof over the Sanctuary 

and Social Hall.  Over time, ice dams have let in water which damaged the underlying 

plywood, which made leaks letting in more water.  Building and Grounds has collected 

several proposals and the Board of Trustees is recommending one that simply repairs the 

damaged wood and places a metal roof on top of the existing shingles.  This is needed or 

there will be much worse problems.  It is a long term solution, and it is economical.  Solar 

panels have been ruled out for the roof location, as (in addition to prohibitively tripling the 

cost of the project) they add trouble we don't need: potential leaks and dangerous weight that 

wasn't planned for in the original building design.  If we want solar panels we can get pole 

mounted ones placed on the grounds.  On the downside, metal will be noisy in there when it 

rains.  We can see this as a way of giving the universe a voice in our activities.   

 
Workshop to Welcome Spring 
Awaken your soul as spring arrives in the North Country!  Join us 

for a spiritual life workshop focusing on self care and awareness, 

with spring themes of renewal and rebirth.  Led by Susan Tague-

Smith, a former pastor, retired teacher, and experience retreat 

leader, Susan invites us to open our hearts through creative 

exercises, meditation, and thought ful discussion.  Nurture your budding spirit as spring 

emerges!  Saturday, April 13th 10-12 noon.  Cost is $15 with light refreshments served.  

Email Susan at quietspiritsusan@gmail.com to attend. 

 

Dollar Dinner 
Following the service on Easter we will be hosting a dollar dinner.  Volunteers will be 

needed and Robert South will be putting out a sign up clipboard. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Come_Sunday.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lorax_teaser_poster.jpg
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Worthy Causes 
Trail Clearing Day 
The Friends of Thompson Park assembled a group of volunteers last year to help clear the 

numerous overgrown hiking trails in the park, mainly running around behind the zoo.  This is 

a fun and healthy outdoor group activity.  The city is not willing to use funds or personnel to 

do this and will not allow power equipment, so we use hand tools.  Will make you strong like 

bull.  Park at the zoo and follow the signs down to where the work is going on.  Ken Mix is 

in charge and will have a sign-up sheet.  Some tools will be there but if you have loppers or 

pruning saws bring them.  These are done every month when weather allows.  This month it 

will be Saturday April 13th, 9 am-12 pm 

 

Candidates Forum 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church will be holding a candidates forum on Saturday 

April 13th.  Watertown City Council Candidates will be at 1PM and Mayoral Candidates will 

be at 3PM.   Members of the audience will get a chance to ask questions by lottery.  Every 

candidate will get a time limit to answer, and all will answer each question.  See Robert 

South to volunteer to help hand out lottery cards, check stopwatches, and move chairs.   

 

Highway Cleanup 
All Souls semiannual highway cleanup will be Saturday, April 

27th at 9AM.  Please come and help clean the road from the 

church out to Route 12, our adopted highway.  If you want to 

participate, sign up on the clipboard which will start being 

circulated in the Eaton Social Hall. Wear work clothes and sturdy 

footwear for the cleanup.  All equipment and safety gear will be 

provided.  With four groups of at least two people it takes just a 

little over an hour. 

 
Pride Fest 
The Social Action Committee is planning to partner with the 

QBED youth group to sponsor a Pride festival on the All Souls 

campus, possibly as part of a larger event within Watertown.  This is tentatively scheduled 

for June 25th. 

Unitarian Universalist Association 
Many of us may not be aware of recent reorganization in the UUA.  The Saint Lawrence 

District no longer exists.  Instead of 20 "districts" the congregations making up the UUA are 

now organized into 5 "regions."  We are in the Central East Region.  Here's from the UUA 

website:   
 



8 

 

 

 
 

"Central East Region (CER) includes the former Joseph Priestley, Metro New York, Ohio 

Meadville, and St. Lawrence districts, which includes congregations in Connecticut, District 

of Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 

and West Virginia. Each congregation in the Central East Region has a Primary Contact who 

is someone with whom you can build a close, working relationship, who will have an 

intimate knowledge of your congregation's blessings and challenges, and can be proactive in 

helping you to share those blessings and meet those challenges. " 

 
 

Reverend Evin Ziemer (front row center in 

this photo of Central East staff), who led 

our service on March 17th, seems to be 

our Primary Contact.   

 

To me (Robert South who is doing the 

newsletter this month while Harriet is out 

of town) this looks like an increase in 

efficiency.  However, we will have to 

change our bylaws, which call for us to 

remain part of the St Lawrence District. 

https://www.uua.org/regions/cerg
https://www.uua.org/regions/cerg
https://uua.wufoo.com/forms/m19xyk360tbevj0/
https://www.uua.org/regions
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Every Month at All Souls 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at the church.  Gathering and chatting begins at 6:30, the meeting 
begins at 7 PM. 

And Every Week at All Souls 
 The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for 
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are 
delivered.  She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

Generosity Project 
 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies to the chosen organizations.  This year 
we chose Hospice and Planned Parenthood. Each organization receives 1/4 of the uncommitted 
funds for the year.  

Calendar
Sunday 4/7, 4/21 Informal Lounge 
Buddhist Sanga, 1:30 PM 
 
Sunday 4/7, 4/14, 4/21, 4/28 Informal Lounge 
 Adult Discussion Group,  9:30 AM 
 
Sunday 4/14 Sanctuary 
Special Congregational Meeting 12:00 noon 
 
Sunday 4/21 Entire Building 
Dollar Dinner 4:00 PM  
 
Monday 4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22, 4/29 E.S.H 
Northern Blend Chorus 6:30 PM 
 
Tuesday 4/2, 4/9, 4/16,4/23, 4/30 
Eaton Social Hall and Informal Lounge          
 *Qubed Youth Group,       3 PM 
 
Tuesday 4/9, 4/23 LaMothe Lounge 
 *Women’s Discussion Group,  6:05 PM 
 
Tuesday 4/9, 4/23 Eaton Social Hall 
 CUUPS 6:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 4/3, 4/10, 4/17, 4/24 E.S.H. 
Parkinsons T’ai Chi 1 PM 
Advanced T’ai Chi, 5:30 PM 

Thursday 4/4, 4/11, 4/18, 4/25 E.S.H 
Beginning and Intermediate T’ai Chi, 9:30 AM 
 *Alcoholics Anonymous,  8 PM 
 
Friday 4/12  Eaton Social Hall 
Movie Night “Come Sunday”  7:00 PM  
 
Friday 4/19 Eaton Social Hall 
Board of Trustees Meeting 9:00 AM 
 
Friday 4/19 Informal Lounge 
North Country Allies 7:00 PM 
 
Friday 4/26  Eaton Social Hall 
Family Movie Night “The Lorax”  4:30 PM  
 
Saturday 4/13  Sanctuary 
Spiritual Life Workshop 10:00 AM  
City Candidates Political Forum 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday 4/27  Eaton Social Hall 
Roadside Cleanup 
 
*means 'not open to public'; 
for Tai Chi groups call the office to be put in touch with 
the appropriate instructor 
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By default, board meetings are held the third Friday 
at 9:00 AM at the church in the Eaton Social Hall., 
but contact a board member because the times 
change often up to the last minute.  Meetings are 
open to all members of the congregation; however, 
they are run on an agenda, so if you want to get 
something on the agenda please coordinate in 
advance with the President.  

All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees 
President: Harriet McMillan     harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 

Vice President: Veronica Hartman    veronicah.asuuc.@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Eleanor Allen   eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com 

Secretary: Robert South     roberts.asuuc@gmail.com 

Trustee:    Rebecca Carr    rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com 

Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke 

Trustee:   Catherine Burns   catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com 

Trustee:   Heather Winn    heatherw.asuuc@gmail.corg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
Sextons: Richard Frost, Don Cornaire 

Music: Toni Zygadlo 

Childcare: Kim Davis 

Religious Education: Frances Mercer 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 

Office Administrator M, W, F, 10-1 

Phone (315) 788-2742 

E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail 

Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN 

THE 15
TH

 OF THE MONTH.  ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS 

POSSIBLE. 

mailto:eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

ALL SOULS NEWS April 2019 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
      
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our 
congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our 
congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Our Mission 

 The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment 

in which personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free 

to explore our individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

 We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community 

where all people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

 We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each 

other and our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in 

agreement with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just 

sign our membership book in the presence of two board members.   
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