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ALL SOULS NEWS –January 2019 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 

 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

office@allsoulsuu.org   

   www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 

Snow! 
 In the event we need to cancel a service because of the weather, a notice will be 

posted on the opening page of our website www.allsoulsuu.org.  

 
January 6 - Robert South: “You are Here:  Our Place in Eternity.” We are small and the 
universe is vast.  Furthermore, if space is infinite and if time and space are one, then time is also 
infinite.  In the face of our relative insignificance, how can we imagine that anything we do or 
experience matters at all?  If we are irrelevant, then that's both a blessing and a curse.  Sure, it 
means we can't fancy ourselves important , but it also means we don't have to worry about the 
atrocity du jour (this week it's  Yemen) because we are so small and it's beyond us, plus even the 
greatest of human catastrophes is tiny in the scheme of things.   Or is it?  Does our impact and 
influence not ripple outward infinitely, like waves from a stone thrown in water? 
 

January 13 – Rev. David Weissbard : "The Down Side of Dr. King's Day." It seemed like a 
great step forward when Dr. King's Birthday was made a national holiday.  But, on the other hand, 
it has had some negative dimensions.  We will be celebrating by trying to be realistic about how 
the holiday has done a disservice to his legacy. 

 

January 20 - Rev. Andrea Abbott, Guest Minister:  “Cats, Birds and Souls.”  The service 

deals with the difficulty of balancing a variety of needs in a finite planet. Andrea is the minister of 
the First Universalist Society of Central Square.  She grew up in all Souls as a child in Watertown.  

 

 

http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
mailto:office@allsoulsuu.org
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY


2 

 

January 27 -  Doug Rubio : “Heaven on Earth.”  Religions through all the ages and in all parts of 
the world have grappled with THE big theological question: “Is there life after death?" But given the 
wondrous richness of mortal life here on Earth, does the question even matter?  Doug Rubio lives 
in Potsdam, New York, and has attended the UU Church of Canton for over 20 years. He is a 
member of their worship committee and a former president of the congregation. In his professional 
life, he is a professor of classical guitar at the Crane School of Music at SUNY Potsdam. 

 

 
Tentative Discussion Hour up Through Until Summer Break  

 
 
Jan 6th 
UU Sources Part 1 
 

Jan 13th 
Once and Future Liberal Our Common Read 
 

Jan 20th 
How Should We Celebrate MLK Day?  Is 
Quoting MLK Appropriation? 
 

Jan 27th 
What is time? 
Does observation alter an event? 
 

Feb 3rd 
UU Sources Part 2 
 

Feb 10th 
Once and Future Liberal Our Common Read 
 

Feb 17th 
Is it easier to love or be loved? 
Is it better to love and lose or never to love? 
 

Feb 23rd 
The structure of DNA appears to be 
intelligently designed, what are the 
implications? 
If everything evolved from micro-organisms, 
how does the world still have 
microorganisms? 
 

Mar 3rd 
UU Sources Part 2 
 

Mar 10th 
Once and Future Liberal Our Common Read 

 
April 7th 
UU Sources Part 3 
 

April 14th 
What is education? 
When does consciousness begin? 
 

April 21st 
Can we have happiness without sadness? 
Is it more important to be liked or respected? 
 

April 28th 
What is infinity? 
What are numbers? 
How can people believe in truths without 
evidence? 
 

May 5th 
UU Sources Part 4 
 

May 12th 
Where does the universe end? 
What will happen at the end of the world? 
 

May 19th 
Where does the soul live? 
Where do thoughts come from? 
Is mind or matter more real? 
Where were people before they were born? 
 

May 26th 
Is there a supreme power? 
Is there a reason to life? 
What is beauty? 
Jun 6th  
UU Sources Part 5 
Jun 16th  
UU Sources Part 6 
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Altar News 
Thanks to Warren Allen for the use of the antique sap buckets to include in the arrangement of 
poinsettias, and to Catherine Burns for her part in designing the display.  

-Joanne Harter 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Memorials 2018  ~   
 

Karen Hall, in memory of Jennie Delong Hall 

Karen Hall, in honor of my family 
 

Veronica Hartman, for my parents  

Catherine O’Donoghue and George Hartman 
 

Jim and Joanne Harter, in honor of Kaylee and Kara Harter 
 

Sylvia and Walker Heap, in memory of our parents,  Dr. Stanley L. Stuber, Dr. Helen Hill Stuber, and 

Walker Heap Sr.,  

and Adelaide Birchard Heap 
 

Anita Lee, in honor of my mother, Frances Donlan 
 

Harriet McMillan, in honor of my parents, Edward and Ruth Hamilton 
 

Frances Mercer and Doug Venable, in memory of our parents,  

Chester and Andrey Mercer, and Betty and Clough Venable 

Frances Mercer and Doug Venable,  

in honor of my brother,  Johnny Mercer 
 

Patricia Merz, in honor of George L. Merz Jr., and Margery Frantzen 
 

Sarah O’Connell, in memory of the Carters and O’Connells 
 

Jackie Radke, in memory of our parents, the Ruettes and the Radkes 
 

Mary Lou Reed, in memory of my parents, Fred and Lois Cudhea  

and brother David W. Cudhea 
 

Janet Summerville, in honor and memory of my family 
 

Paula Trainham, in memory of James Trainham 

Paula Trainham, in memory of Ruth and Arthur Oot 
 

Natalie and Isaac Turner, in memory of Annie Mae Hicks 
 

Heather Winn, in memory of Ron Winn and Millie Biela 
 

Penny Woodward, in memory of Donna Roselle 
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From the President’s Desk 
Harriet McMillan 

The following letter appeared in the Watertown Daily Times Dec. 19. Written by Rev. Galisinski of 
the Canton UU Church, he is reflecting on the Canton Christian Fellowship Center’s purchase of 
building in Canton.  I am reprinting it here because not only does it describe the attitudes of the 
Canton Church, it also applies to us. 
 
 I do not oppose the Canton Christian Fellowship Center’s building in Canton.  I welcome 
them into the community.   
 Yet I would  like to know their stance on people who identify as LBGTQIA.  This is not a 
“distraction” but a valid concern for many people in my congregation and in the wider community. 
 Pastor Jamie Sinclair said there were “some mistruths” when I said, “ I fear a church coming 
into Canton that does not believe that LBGTQ alre already full of dignity, worth and love as they 
are.” I hope he elaborates publicly on what some of the mistruths are. 
LBGTQ people have been hurt and harmed again and again by religion, and I want to know CFC’s 
stance: 

 Do their clergy officiate same-sex marriages?  Unitarian Universalists do.  We have 
performed holy unions here since the 1980s, and I can attest to the sacred bonds of love 
between the same same-sex couples I have officiated during my time in Canton.   

 Does the CFC think same-sex attractions and acting on their attractions is a “sin”?  We do 
not.  Unitarian Uiversalists celebrate the multiple, beautiful, and wonderful ways of being a 
sexually healthy human being. 

 Can their pastors be out and gay?  Here you can.  A previous minister here was an out gay 
man. 

 Can CFC leaders be out and gay?  We have out lesbian, gay and people identifying as 
transgender in leadership positions. 

 Do they have any history of gay conversion therapy, or have any of their children been 
disowned by their families for being LBGTQ?  Not here.  We teach our children a 
comprehensive age-appropriate justice-centered sexuality curricum, “Our Whole Lives.” 

 Are people that don’t fit into the gender binary welcome at the CFC? They are here. 
We are out and we side with love.  If the CFC is truly out, I invite them to march with me during 
the annual Pride Parade in Potsdam; take pastoral care phone calls from youths who  have 
come out as queer or transgender and are ostracized by their families, friends,and their faith 
communities for it; host transgender support groups; and come to the UU Church for our 
LBGTQ film series.  I invite them to proudly display rainbow colors on their building and work 
together with me in celebrating what a beautiful thing it is to be out and open to radical love in 
the north country. 
 
Unsung heroes of All Souls this month recognizes the Harters: Jim for all his work getting this 
building built, and Joanne for her years on the Board of Trustees, and now as the Chief 
Decorating officer of the church.  And I love to see her and her assistant for the day lighting the 
chalice each Sunday. Somehow I think I’ve only tapped the surface of their service. 
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Reflections on the First UU Principle 
Dignity of All People 

 We have a sound system at All Souls and a microphone is used to get the sound 
out to everyone. Here is something to keep in mind. 

 You say, “Oh, I don’t need, that I’m loud”. What you are saying is I can hear 
so everyone else can too. My hearing is fine so why should I use this mic. 
It’s not my fault some folks don’t have good hearing… 

 You are forgetting about the worth and dignity the people who aren’t as 
fortunate as you. You are saying I don’t care about those people. We all 
want to be heard and we all want to hear what is being said. I’m sure we 
don’t want to make people feel left out and ignored because they need some assistance 
with hearing. Let’s strive to make all people included in our church or anywhere. Think about 
the message your words are sending. Please share this with all speakers, the mic isn’t 
about you it is about making sure Everyone is included and can hear the messages being 
said. Thanks for listening. 

-Netty Palladino 

 

Collector 
  

Report from the Collector 
 Thanks to those who pledge. The total from 27 pledges is now $34,798 
for our current fiscal year.  This year ends June 30 and as of 12/9 is 44% 
gone.  As of this date we've received $17,783 of the pledges, or 51%.  (This 
includes $6162 which came in after the drive for pledges but before the fiscal 
year rolled over.) 
 Thanks to those who bring or send unpledged donation checks.  We 
had budgeted $1500 for this and have already received $816 of this support. 

 And thanks to those who put their spare change and bills into the loose plate collection.  
We'd budgeted $2000 for this and by 12/9 have received $1155 -- half of which will later be divided 
between this year's selected local charities. 
 Due to some requests, we have a new system to move funds for those wanting to use 
PayPal.  You can follow the link on our website, or just go to PayPal.  That company usually 
charges a fee of about 2%.  But if you have a PayPal account, you can make a one time donation 
to All Souls by donating to All Souls UU as a 'friend' under the PayPal Friend  and Family (and 
Faith?) category.  There is no fee for this, but it's only for individual donations and cannot be used 
for recurring donations.  
 Probably any bank or credit union can save you a stamp to send us a check from your 
account.  And we can accept stock donations, or for livestock simply give the reins to the person at 
the Welcome Desk. 
 And as before, if you happen to purchase things through Amazon, if you list ASUU's smile 
account then we get a tiny rebate.. 
 My quarterly reports just have or will soon go to all who pledged.  I try to there include any 
non-pledge donations from you.  If anything is wanted for IRS, please let me know. 
 Thanks!    

--Warren Allen 
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From the Historian’s Files 
450 years ago:  January 1568:  John Sigismund issued the Edict of Torda, also known 
as the Patent of Toleration, the earliest known legal guarantee of religious freedom in 
Europe. Although it helped foster toleration as a notion beyond mere political 
expedience, and helped pave the way for later tolerant regimes, it was not an attempt 
to legislate individual religious freedom. It legally applied only to the four well-
connected groups of the time: Catholics, Lutherans, Calvinists, and Unitarians. Other 
groups without political representation - Jews, Muslims, and especially Eastern 
Orthodox - were "tolerated" but not granted legal guarantees. 

-Sarah O’Connell 

 

People News 
 We delivered birthday cards to Barbara Hanrahan via her daughter, Clare Smith. We also 
gave many get well cards to Lois Creed, who is a patient at Samaritan Medical Center. 

 

 

Around the Church 
Panera Night January 16th 

 Wednesday, January 16th, Panera Restaurant in the Towne Center is 
sponsoring another fundraising meal for All Souls. All you  have to do is pick up a 
copy of the flyer and show it to the cashier, or show an electronic copy from our 
website or our Facebook page to the cashier. 

 
 
 

 

Chalice Circle CUUPS News 
Chalice Circle CUUPS members will spend the first meeting in January 

brainstorming ideas for the year, and putting together a schedule. Come and bring 
your ideas! Meetings are the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 7 PM.  
 

 
 

From the Mailbox 
 We received a thank you from the American Red Cross for volunteering the use of the 
church for a blood drive. 
 
Do you know: 

 Each blood donation can help up to 3 lives? 

 That while about 38% of the population is eligible to donate blood, less 
than 10% actually donate? 

 Blood is administered to those with cancer, diseases, emergencies, 
NICU babies? 

 Last year new Red Cross blood donors declined by 80,000 for the fourth 
consecutive year? 
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From Jerily McConnell, Account Representative 

American Red Cross Services 

  
“Your drive did AWESOME!!!! We came in 8 units OVER goal!  
  

“The efforts of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church are greatly appreciated and the 
support of the community blood program will go a long way toward replenishing blood supplies 
and ultimately saving lives!  

“In addition, we very much appreciate your efforts during this crucial time. You may be 
interested to know that 26 donors were registered and 28 units were collected! 28 units = 84 
potential lives saved!  

 
“The 2019 Drive dates for All Souls are as follows 

April 13 and December 21 from 8:30am – 1:30pm for both. 

 
“Again, thank you for your hard work and support of this important mission. I look forward 

to seeing you again soon! Happiest of holidays to you and your family!” 
  

 
Third Sister March Planned for January 19 

 
Our third Sister March, calling together sisters and brothers, persisters and resisters, 
to recognize the work that still needs doing and looking toward future 
elections.   Saturday, January 18, 1 -3 p.m., All Souls Unitarian-Universalist Church. 

-Sarah O’Connell 
 

 
Building and Grounds Report (December, 2018) 

Currently things are well in hand, the B&G Committee continues to work cohesively in identifying 
and resolving issues as they arise. 

 
Current projects: 

ADA bathroom functional and ready for use, almost complete except for some cosmetic items such 
as bi-fold door trim and privacy curtain by toilet. 
Exterior, lawn and snow maintenance. Things are well in hand, Robert has arranged for 
‘Casanovia’ to pick up and do annual maintenance on Mower and Blower. 
Door codes have been updated, front door key inventory mostly done. 

 
 
 
 

Ongoing Projects and Concerns: 
Furnace R/E wing. The furnace has been repaired and is running, however it is approaching the 
end of it’s life cycle. We are accepting bids on a replacement furnace and will bring the results of 
this process along with a recommendation to the board. 
Skylights continue to be an issue particularly during spring melt, we are exploring solutions. 



8 

 

Related is the need for a new roof over the sanctuary and social hall along with some structural 
work needed where there are some boards poking through the roof over the sanctuary. 
In addition the Clerestory windows above the Sanctuary need attention, this will most likely be 
addressed when we get bids on the roof. 
Warren has identified a second story window (facing the driveway) where there is some leakage 
and potential dry rot issues which we are addressing. 
A message in the suggestion box regarding the exterior door by the minister’s office which pointed 
out the need for weather-stripping has been noted and is being attended to, thanks to the 
person(s) who took t he time to raise the awareness on this issue.  

 
On Another Note  

Rebecca and Till are missing some tools which may have been sold at the rummage sale as they 
were stored in the same room as all the rummage sale donations. This would include a ‘Ridgid 
jigsaw’ and a set of ‘Crescent Brand wrenches, sockets and miscellaneous pliers and screwdrivers. 
Rebecca and Till will reimburse any donation proffered upon return. If anyone is aware of anything, 
Please let us know.  

-Rebecca Carr and Till Fritzsching 
 
 

Missing 
 An Amish-made pack basket, stored in the coat room, is missing.  The 
NYS made basket is a donation to our WUMBA (Watertown Urban Mission 
Basket Auction.) Please contact Heather Winn or Warren Allen if you  have 
information about the basket. 
 And speaking of the WUMBA basket, your coordinators are looking for 
NYS made items to include in the basket.  Last year’s made in NY basket 
was very successful. 

 
 
 

Every Month at All Souls 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at the church.  Gathering and chatting begins at 6:30, the meeting 
begins at 7 PM. 
 

And Every Week at All Souls 
 The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for 
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are 
delivered.  She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

 
Generosity Project 

 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
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half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies  to the chosen organizations.  This year 
we chose Hospice and Planned Parenthood. Each organization receives 1/4 of the uncommitted 
funds for the year.  
 

 
 
 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

  

Your Central East Regional staff in Boston this December. Sitting L-R - Rev. Megan Foley, Rev. 
Renee Ruchtozke, Rev. Evin Carvill-Ziemer, Cristina Sanchis, Andrea Lerner. Standing L-R - Amy 
Kent, Beth Casebolt, Patricia Infante, Rev. Sunshine Wolfe, Paula Cole Jones, Hope Johnson and 
Shannon Harper. 
 

From all of us at the Central East Region, we wish you Happy Holidays and a joyous New Year 
and extend a deep appreciation for our congregational leaders who do so much for our faith. 
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As our gift to you we leave you with this piece from Worship Web: 
 
Meditation on Winter Celebrations by Elizabeth M Strong 
 
We are in the midst of the season of celebration. 
Celebrations: 
    Of the birth of new hope, 
    Of the festival of lights, 
    Of the triumph of freedom. 
 
The darkness of the year is lifting and the time of light grows longer. We have gathered with an 
anticipation of hope for peace on earth and in our homes. 
 
We have gathered in this season of celebrations seeking comfort to soften the pain and the losses 
our lives have suffered in the fast retreating year. 
 
We have gathered to worship joyfully within this season of celebrations with the tenderness and 
love of family and friends around us. 
 
Let us be embraced by the strength and power of this sacred space that we each bring as we 
create this beloved community. 
 
Let joy and sorrow join in the fullness of our living. 
 
Let the power and strength we embody join us together as we move through the seasons of 
celebration into a new year with a new vision of hope for peace on earth. 
 
Let us be silent together. 

  

 

 

Calendar 
 
 

January

*Not open to public 
Call the church office to get the name 
of the contact person for the T’ai Chi class 
you want. 
 

Sunday 1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27 
     T’ai Chi, Eaton Social Hall, 8:30 AM 
 
Sunday 1/6, 1/20 
    Buddhist Sangha, Informal Lounge, 1:30 
 

Monday 1/7, 1/14, 1/21, 1/28 
    *AA Into Action Group, Large RE room, 

 5:45 PM 
    NBC, Eaton Social Hall, 6:30 PM 
 
Tuesday 1/1, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29 
     *Qubed Youth Group, Informal Lounge  
 and Eaton Social Hall, 3 PM 
 
Tuesday1/8, 1/22 
    CUUPS, Eaton Social Hall, 6:30 PM 

 

http://uua874.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=003232041d4839cd65e6b5c07a420e08&i=1269A2496A15A55230
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Board meetings are held the third 
Friday at 9:30 AM at the church in 
the conference room. Meetings are 
open to all members of the 
congregation. 

 
Tuesday1/1, 1/15, 1/29 
    Women’s Discussion Group, LaMothe  
 Lounge, 6:05 
 
Wednesday1/2, 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30 
    T'ai Chi Parkinsons, Eaton Social Hall, 

1 PM 
    Advanced T’ai Chi, Eaton Social Hall,  

5:30 PM 

 
Thursday 1/3, 1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31 
 
    Beginning and Intermediate T’ai Chi, Eaton 

 Social Hall, 9:30 
    Alcoholics Anonymous, Eaton Social Hall,  
 8 PM 
 
Saturday1/19 
    Sister March, Sanctuary, 12-4 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees   Staff 
President: Harriet McMillan  harrietm@allsoulsuu.org  Office Administrator: Pat Conklin 
Vice President: Veronica Hartman  veronicah.asuuc.@gmail.com  Sextons: Richard Frost, Donny Cornaire 
Secretary: Robert South   roberts.asuuc@gmail.com  Music: Toni Zygadlo 
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com  Childcare: Kim Davis 
Trustee:    Rebecca Carr rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com    Religious Education: Frances Mercer 
Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke      
Trustee:   Catherine Burns catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com       
Trustee:   Heather Winn heatherw.asuuc@gmail.corg 
 
        
 . 
        
  
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 
Office Administrator Summer Hours, Tues, F, 9:30-12:30 

Phone (315) 788-2742 
E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com  Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 

PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15
TH

 OF THE MONTH.  
 ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
mailto:allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

ALL SOULS NEWS December 2019 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
      
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Our Mission 

 The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which 

personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our 

individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

 We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all 

people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

 We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and 

our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement 

with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just sign our membership 

book in the presence of two board members.   


