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ALL SOULS NEWS –September 2019 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 
 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 
September 1 – No service—enjoy the Labor Day Weekend 
 
September 8 – Joanne Harter: Our Traditional “Ingathering Water and Rock  
Service.”    Please remember to bring a rock or some water gathered during your summer travels, 
or from your own backyard.  (and we’ll have extras in case you forget) 
 
September 15 – Robert South:  “Transcendentalist Doctrine and Organization”  
 
September 22 - . David Weissbard returns for another stimulating service. 
 

 
September 29 – Frances Mercer:  “Religion for the 21st Century:”  Is religion necessary to a 
moral life in the 21st Century?  Our service guide,  writes that after reading David Brooks’ The 
Second Mountain:The Quest for a Moral Life, she began to wonder about the relevance of religion 
(going to church) to a moral life.  UU minister Paul Rasor in Faith Without Certainty: Liberal 
Theology in the 21st Century insists that “If religion is about the large-scale world pictures that 
orient us in the universe and help give our lives meaning and purpose, then theology  is about 
examining these world views and the assumptions that go into them…not only about examining 
our ideas, but about examining our actions in the world and our justifications for them…Theology is 
not done only by academics and religious professionals.  This is the work that all of us can do and 
that most of us in fact do, at least part of the time.”  So you are invited into a theological discussion 
of three perspectives on living a moral life: 1) Liberation Theology (based on Faith Without 
Certainty: Liberal Theology in the 21st Century by Paul Rasor, 2005);  2) Humanistic Religious 
Naturalism (based on Reason and Reverence: Religious Humanism for the 21st Century by 
William R. Murry, 2007; and 3) Relationalism (based on The Second Mountain: The Quest for a 
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Moral Life by David Brooks, 2019).   Rasor and Murry are UU ministers with doctorate degrees 
while Brooks is an op-ed columnist for The New York Times and frequent commentator on PBS 
NewsHour and Meet the Press. 
 To stimulate your thinking and interest, here are samples of their perspectives:  
Brooks — “The individualistic moral ecology is crumbling around us.  It has left people naked and 
alone.  For many, the first instinctive reaction is the evolutionary one: Revert to Tribe.  If we as a 
society respond to the excesses of “I’m Free to Be Myself” with an era of “Revert to Tribe”, then the 
twenty-first century will be a time of conflict and violence that will make the twentieth look like 
child’s play.  There is another way to find belonging. There is another way to  find meaning and 
purpose.  

There is another vision of a healthy society.  It is through relationalism. It is by going deep 
into ourselves and finding there our illimitable ability to care, and then spreading outward in 
commitment to others. In this manifesto,Frances will try to make the case against the  
hyper-individualism of the current moment, and for relationalism, a better way to live.”    

Murry — “I believe a viable religion of the twenty-first century must include at least five 
characteristics: 1)…affirmation that human beings are an integral part of nature, 2) …affirm 
humankind’s responsibility to preserve and sustain the natural world, 
3) …take seriously the implications for religion of the remarkable discoveries of the modern natural 
and human sciences, 4) …recognize the importance of both reason and reverence, and 5) …affirm 
those values that help to make our lives more  
fully human.…Becoming more fully human involves the transformation of the mind and heart from 
self-centeredness to a sense of one’s self as part of a larger sacred whole and to deep 
commitment to the human and natural worlds.” 

Rasor —“Liberation theology thus calls for ‘class conversion.’ It tells us liberals that if we 
really want to work for justice in the world, we need to rethink our own identity as human beings 
and move toward an intersubjective solidarity with the oppressed.  
A liberating practice calls not just for social action but for a new way of being in the world, an 
engaged solidarity with the suffering and oppressed peoples of the world.” 
  

  

 

Our Recent Board Meeting 
August 6 

 Detailed discussion arrangements for the upcoming retreat at Unirondack. 

 Catherine Burns and Veronica Hartman will represent All Sous at Pride Day at the State 
Fair, wearing T-shirts designed by Catherine. 

 The garage/shed roof will be repaired soon by Stan Tibbles roofing.  Currently the sky light 
leaks, and will be removed. 

 We received two identical bids for snowplowing. The board voted to hire Birchenough, who 
had done it the year before last, and came to finish an incomplete plow job last winter at no 
charge to us. 

 Catherine updated the board about the First Frost Walk October 6th. 

 Heather Winn presented a possible flower selling fund raiser. We will follow up with a 
discussion at the retreat. 

 Amy Summerville-Loomis requested that the church provide cookies for her mother’s 
funeral. 
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 The Executive Committee has almost completed a review of the church by-laws. The review 
will continue, followed by congregational conversations to explain them. 

 We will again buy a half page ad for the Northern Blend Chorus annual “Sing Fling.” 

 

From the President’s Desk 
Harriet McMillan 
 

In Memory of Jan Summerville 
When I grow up I want to be able to look back on a life as full as Jan 

Summerville’s. After I read the obituary in the Watertown Daily Times, I had 
a much fuller picture of her life. And her life was full. Exactly how full I 
learned at her funeral. 
 We shared memories of Jan the Sunday morning following her death.  
Those memories were just as varied as the people in attendance. She was 
actively engaged in life till the end. And the memories were wonderful.  She 
was a telephoner, letter writer, news follower, artist, mother, daughter, wife,  
friend, church member, life long learner and much, much more. 
 One of my most cherished memories is of Jan entering the sanctuary 
pausing at the door to take in the unusual chair arrangement.  She said, “I guess change is good.”  
And as she said it, I said to myself that if Jan could be adaptable at her stage of life, I could do the 
same. 
 To quote Rebecca Carr, “We’ve lost our mother.” 
 And so, in her honor, I’m naming Jan as our unsung hero.  And she will always be. 
 

Collector 
An Update from our Collector 

First, an update on the 2018-19 receipts. Thirty of our families had pledged (in 
whole dollars)  $35,299.   By June 30,  27 families had  brought in 
$34,728.34.  Three didn't achieve their own goals and 14 pledgers brought in 
extra.  We charge some rent to some who use the building and they brought in 
$4,682 in rent.  Some families choose to not pledge but rather write checks 
when they can and the unpledged donation checks last year totaled 
$1367.  Coffee donations totaled $200.  The rummage last October got us 

$727 income.  
    Last year's movie nights received $234 for the six.  Memorials were $370.  The loose cash put 
into the plates was $3,006, of which we keep half and share $751.50 with the choices for which we 
voted. (For last year, majority votes were for our neighbors at Hospice  plus for Planned 
Parenthood of NNY.). I can tell anyone interested about the smaller receipts. People buying on 
Amazon who used our "smile" listing gained us $22.  
    For this 2019-20 fiscal year the pledges received total $39,497,  from 33 families.  Seven 
families have the resources and the energy to have already paid their pledge promised for this new 
year,  so while (in mid-August) this year is only 12 percent gone the pledge receipts are 27 percent 
of the year's total,  or $10,913 brought in.  
    Thanks for coming;  thanks for helping us to help others.  

-Warren Allen 
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From the Historian’s Files 
Sarah O’Connell 
The following items were included in a newsletter from 1940, just as an example of activities of the 
church. At the time we were a Universalist Church. 
 

To be Noted 
 A special Easter program will be  given in the chapel at twelve o’clock today under the 
auspices of our School of Religion. 
 A Dedication Day program will be given at the meeting of the Ladies Aid and Mission Circle 
meeting on Tuesday, March 30. Luncheon will be served at one o’clock. 
 The Junior Choir will rehearse on Wed., March 31st at four o’clock. The Senior at 7:45 
o’clock. 
 The Kouple Club meets on April Fool’s Day with a special program.  Kouple Roy A. Franklin, 
chairman of Entertainment.  Kouple Henry McRorie, chairman of supper. 
 The directors of the School of Religion will have a supper meeting on Wed., April 21. 
 Since the Pilot was last published we have received contributions to the Pilot Fund from 
Mrs. George W. Livermore and Mr. and Mrs. George Tolbert. We need more to pay for this issue 
 We have extra copies of the “Cheerio’s Favorite Hymns “ which you may purchse for twenty-
five cents a copy. 

New Altar Cloth 
 A new Altar Cloth has been presented to the church thrugh the Altar Guild by Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul L Hotchkin and Mrs. Lenna Tufts. The donors may be assured of the appreciation of our 
members. 
 
  
 
 

Ministerial Search 
Sarah O’Connell 
Your Ministerial Search committee consists of four members:  Sarah O'Connell, ersatz chair; Till 
Fritzsching; Warren Allen and Catherine Burns.   The board started talking about a search in early 
2017, but we were fortunate that Rev. Guy was able to give us a whole extra year (2017-18).  So 
we didn't really start gearing up until the beginning of 2018.  The following is a report of our efforts 
to date.  It's been a slow process, I know, and we hope to bring just the right person to lead us into 
the next phase of our congregational life at All Souls. 
 
January 2018 - We made initial contact with Evin Carvill-Zeimer, our designated Congregational 
Life Staff person. 
 
Spring 2018 - Previous searches consisted of preparing large notebooks with information about the 
congregation, the geographic social/political area, a congregational survey, pamphlets, brochures, 
etc.  In these digital times, congregations prepare a digital Congregational Record that resides in 
the Ministerial Settlement System on the UUA website.  So we worked on our congregational 
record, filling in all the important questions.   
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We also conducted a congregational survey on our demographics and other information on our 
expectations/hopes/wishes for our congregational future and our relationship with a new 
minister.  We also consulted with the UUA compensation consultant to make sure that the 
compensation package we could offer was aligned with standards for our regional demographics.  
 
Evin told us that spring was the most likely time for potential candidates and particularly for a PT 
position to be actively searching ( particularly those recent graduates from theological education). 
 
Summer 2018 -  We got a response from an interested party and interviewed that person; 
however, that person decided to not pursue the position at that time. 
 
Fall 2018 -  We placed a digital ad on the UUA website in Fall 2018 for a PT contracted 
minister.  We also put a job description/solicitation on our website.  However, noted Evin's 
statement that timing  in the fall was not optimal for finding an interested applicant. 
 
Fall/Winter 2018-19 -  Meanwhile, the UUA totally revamped the Ministerial Settlement System on 
the website so while much of our data carried over, we had to fill in some additional information 
and then were able to "publish" it on the UUA website. 
 
Spring 2019 -   Search committee members have observed 3 potential candidates.   

 
Summer 2019 -  Stay tuned. 
 

 

People News 
WE ARE INVITED TO SYLVIA HEAP’S 

90
TH

 BIRTHDAY PARTY 
.On September 22, the Heap family will be celebrating 

Sylvia Heap’s 90th birthday,  and we are all invited to 
celebrate with them. 

 
 

 

Around the Church 

 
Annual Retreat 

Your Board of Trustees is retreating to Camp Unirondack next 
month! All Souls UU Church has been invited by May Memorial of 
Syracuse to share their designated camp weekend in September 
(during the weekend of September (13th thru 15th). The Board will 
be spending part of Saturday retreating—doing the business of 
identifying projects for the coming year. The rest of the time we 
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hope to share in the respite that both nature and nurture can provide all souls. YOU ARE INVITED. 
If you want to get a glimpse of the camp and its usual activities check out the website:  
https://www.unirondack.org/  The cost will be $75/PP for those over 10 years old; Children 4-10 
years $63; Children 3 and under are free. This is inclusive of 2 nights (F, S) lodging, 3 meals 
Saturday and Sunday breakfast & lunch and the use of all the facilities on the Unirondack grounds. 
Our costs are $31/night to Unirondack and the small balance is for the groups' food costs for 5 
meals. Friday dinner is on your own. A 50% deposit is required to hold your space; the balance 
needs to be paid 2 weeks in advance of the weekend. Reservations can be made by sending your 
name(s) to: Stephanie Cross at mscross1234@gmail.com. Deposit checks should be made to 
“Stephanie Cross”, given to her at MMUUS or mailed to: 3844 Pompey Center Road, Manlius, NY 
13104. Please include your contact information (phone and email), names of people attending and 
ages of the children attending with your check. You will receive an email confirmation.  

-Veronica Hartman 
 

  

Addition to Our Library 
   We probably want to be humble, but it can feel nice when a stranger sees something 

attractive in us.  Last March, an article in Atlantic Magazine told the world that the 
people in the areas around Watertown NY and in western NC were the politically 

most tolerant, on average, of all in the USA. Amanda Ripley probably didn't want to 
make us conceited, so didn't add that we are the most humble. Her article on 

tolerance is available at  http://wdt.me/Atlanticarticle.  Or you can borrow and read it in 
the new white binder now in our bookcase, in the LaMothe Lounge. 

-Warren Allen 

 
 

Highway Cleanup 
All Souls semi-annual cleanup will be Saturday, October 12 at 9 am.  Please 
come and help clean our adopted highway from the church out to Route 12.  If 
you want to participate, sign up on the clipboard which will start being circulated 
in the Eaton Social Hall.  Wear work clothes and sturdy footwear.  We will 
provide vests, hard hats, and gloves.  Bring a "picker-upper" if you want.  With 
four groups of 2 people each, it takes just a little over an hour, and makes for a 
great photo op!  Thanks - Sarah O. 
  

 
Church Cleanup 

 And just in case a highway cleanup doesn’t do it for you, there are 
many other tasks around the church just waiting for your attention. Last 
spring Jackie Radke vacuumed all the chairs in the Eaton Social Hall—what 
a difference she made.  There are many things in the kitchen waiting for 
some love, not to mention all the fingerprints, large and small, on  many 
doors, etc. You can come on Saturday, October 12 around 9. 
 
 
 
 

http://wdt.me/Atlanticarticle
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First Frost Walk 2019 SUPPORTING ACR HEALTH 

  

 Look for this icon first on Facebook 

  Then this icon to donate. 

All Souls UU Church's Team 
CATHERINE BURNS, JO REID, JOANNE HARTER AND PAULA TRAINHAM 

IMPACT OF ALL SOULS UU CHURCH'S NETWORK 
$75 Raised on line! 

TEAM - All Souls are Beautiful 
For those who would like to pay in person instead of on line I will be giving our team members a registration 
form so you can donate to your favorite Soul member (all donations be part of Team “All Souls are 
Beautiful!” collection - just a little friendly competition amongst friends.) 

 
We are planning some pre-event fundraising, I’m looking into selling Gertrude Hawk goodies for all us 
chocoholics, dinner at Denny’s (like our Panera events) and a spaghetti dinner at church for all pasta lovers, 
and those who love to cook or bake!!  These events will be in September, spaghetti dinner in October, keep 
an eye out!! 

 
I will be announcing things at services, there is an information flyer for WALK on “event door”.   

 
Thank you all!! 

-Catherine Burns 
 
 

 

Henderson Church Celebration 

 
 10 members and friends of All Souls UU Church attended the 200th 
anniversary celebration at the former Henderson Universalist Church on 
Saturday, August 17.The Rev. Andrea Abbott and the Rev. David 
Weissbard conducted the service. Both ministers remained true to the 
spirit  of Universalism, complete with hymns from the red hymnal. 
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 Every Month at All Souls 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at the church.  Gathering and chatting begins at 6:30, the meeting 
begins at 7 PM. 
 

 

And Every Week at All Souls 
 The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for 
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are 
delivered.  She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

 
Generosity Project 

 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies  to the chosen organizationsThis year we 
chose three organizations: Jefferson County Victim’s Assistance Center, North Country Public 
Radio, and the Worker’s Center of Central New York.  Each organization receives 1/3 of the 
uncommitted funds for the year.  
 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

 
 

UUSC’s partners are showing up on the frontlines of justice, ministering to the needs of migrant 

families and delivering essential services—food, shelter, access to legal aid, and more. 

Recently, UUSC provided immediate funding—including a generous grant from First Parish Church in 

Duxbury, Massachusetts—to Espacio Migrante for expanding its migrant shelter and community center 

in Tijuana, as part of our emergency response to the exodus of migrants from Central America 

to the U.S. 

  

Families who have fled the violence in their home countries to seek asylum in the U.S. are likely to be 

turned back from our border and forced to wait in Tijuana. Because of our government’s “metering” 

system at the border, people are given a number for processing entry. Facing prolonged wait times 

and uncertainty when their number will be called (if ever), many are afraid to stray far from the border. 

This creates a critical need for shelter close to the border—as well as legal assistance to access the 

right to asylum. 

https://connect.uusc.org/e/103112/tral-american-migrant-justice-/4d6ly2/247615747?h=KbB1MjBIL9DEdzKxxhr9VwDqWT0UjBsYVeiK6z0TNQU
https://connect.uusc.org/e/103112/tral-american-migrant-justice-/4d6ly2/247615747?h=KbB1MjBIL9DEdzKxxhr9VwDqWT0UjBsYVeiK6z0TNQU
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Espacio Migrante is a binational organization that works on the Tijuana-San Diego border, empowering 

migrants and refugees through education, human rights protection, locally-led community organizing, 

and cultural inclusion in the border community. They began in 2012 as a collective of young people 

who wanted to provide opportunities for migrant youth, mainly from Haiti, to continue their studies in 

Mexico. With UUSC’s support, our partner has built a new shelter to house the influx of 

refugees and a community center to welcome migrants, providing know-your-rights trainings 

along with mental and other health and education services. 

 

 

  

Calendar 
September
 

*Not open to public 
Call the church office to get the name 
 of the contact person for the T’ai Chi 
class you want. 

 
 
Sunday 

9/1—no service 
9/8,  9/15, 9/22, 9/29  Discussion  

group, Informal Lounge,  
9:30AM 

9/15, Buddhist Sanga, Informal  
Lounge, 1:30PM 

 
Monday 

9/2, 9/9, 9/16,  9/23, 9/30 Northern 
 Blend Chorus, Eaton Social  
Hall, 6:30PM 

 
Tuesday 

9/3, 9/10, 9/17, 9/24 *Q CenterYouth 
 Meeting, Eaton Social Hall and  
Informal Lounge, 3PM 

9/10, 9/24, *Women’s Discussion  
 Group, LaMothe Lounge 

, 6:05 PM 

 
9/10, 9/24 CUUPS, Eaton Social Hall,  

6:30  
 
Wednesday 

9/4,11,18, 26 T’ai Chi for Parkinsons 
 Patients, Eaton Social Hall,  
1PM 

9/4, 9/11, 9/18, 9/25 Advanced T’ai  
 Chi, Eaton Social Hall 5:30 PM 
9/25 *Book Ends Book Club,  
 LaMothe Lounge, 5:30 PM 

 
 
Thursday 

9/5, 9/12, 9/19, 9/26, Beginning  
 &Intermediate T’ai Chi, Eaton  
 Social Hall, 9 AM 
AA, Eaton Social Hall, 6:30, 

 
Friday 

9/20 North Country Allies, Eaton  
 Social Hall, 7-8:30 PM 
9/27 Workers Center of CNY, Eaton 

 Social Hall, 6-8:30 PM 
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Board meetings are held the third 
Friday at 9:00 AM at the church in 
the conference room. Meetings are 
open to all members of the 
congregation. 

Jan Summerville’s family 
provided some of Jan’s 
favorite flowers for the 
funeral attendees  to 

arrange on the altar. 

 
All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees   Staff 
President: Harriet McMillan  harrietm@allsoulsuu.org  Office Administrator: Glenda Frost 
Vice President: Veronica Hartman  veronicah.asuuc.@gmail.com  Sextons: Christopher Coughlin 
Secretary: Robert South   roberts.asuuc@gmail.com  Music: Toni Zygadlo 
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com  Childcare: Christopher Coughlin 
Trustee:    Rebecca Carr rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com    Religious Education: Frances Mercer 
Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke      
Trustee:   Catherine Burns catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com       
Trustee:   Heather Winn heatherw.asuuc@gmail.corg  
 
        
 . 
        
  
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 
Office Administrator M, W, F, 10-1 

Phone (315) 788-2742 
E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail 

 Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15

TH
 OF THE MONTH.  

 ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
      
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Our Mission 

 The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which 

personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our 

individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

 We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all 

people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

 We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and 

our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement 

with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just sign our membership 

book in the presence of two board members.   


