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ALL SOULS NEWS –January 2020 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 

 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 

Snow! 
 In the event we need to cancel a service because of the weather, a notice will be 

posted on the opening page of our website www.allsoulsuu.org.  

 

January 5 – Pastor Marty Pelham:  “In Search of Sacred Time .” We cannot possess time as 
we do space and material objects. We can only engage with time at each moment, but we do have 
choices in how we engage with it. What is sacred time and how can we experience it? 
 
January 12 – Rev. David Weissbard: “The Impact of the Neighborhood.”  Karen and I 
participate in a weekly current events discussion as part of a seniors' education program.  Last 
week, the conversation was mostly about how greed, violence, and the quest for power, 
are inherent to our species -- not UU theology!.  I was saved from despair by my having seen “A 
Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” at Thanksgiving. We need to pay more attention to human 
examples of humane living.  Sunday the 12th we will visit Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood as an antidote 
to despair. 
 
January 19 – Pastor Marty Pelham: “What is the difference between generosity and 
sacrifice?” When we engage with the world, especially in social justice, do we give away excess 
time, energy, and money we are fortunate to have, or do we surrender things of significant value 
for the sake of something or someone else?  
 

http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
mailto:allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
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January 26 - Julie Jeffers - "Everyone Matters:  The U.S. Census."  We'll talk about the 
importance of an accurate census count in many aspects of our lives.  It's proof of our first 
principle: that everyone matters.   

 

 

 

Pastor Pelham Perpends 
 

I am happy and excited to begin my 
ministry with All Souls. I thought I might use 
my first newsletter column to share some 
information about my past and some aspects 
of our shared ministry. 
 I grew up in the house my mother was 
born in next to my grandfather’s strawberry 
farm in Plant City, Florida. My family has lived 
in that area since the 1800’s and in Florida 
since the 1600’s.  
 Religion has always been part of my 
life. As a child, my family attended services 
and other activities at a Southern Baptist 
church at least three times a week, later 
moving to the United Methodist church across 
the street when my father’s progressive views 
created too much controversy. I was briefly 
involved in the Church of Christ during my 
first year of college and my final membership 
in an exclusively Christian congregation was 
with Metropolitan Community Churches 
where I became a deacon. I spent a decade 
studying Buddhism on my own before finding 
Unitarian Universalism in 2001. 

While part of my Unitarian Universalist 
experience has included journeying back to 
identifying as a Christian, my devotion to 

religious pluralism 
and doctrinal 
humility is why I 
am most at home 
in a faith 
movement which 
is committed to a 
free and 
responsible 
search for truth  

and 
meaning. I like being 
in a space filled with many different ideas. 

I am looking forward to getting to know 
all of you. I want to know how each of you 
came to be part of this faith community and 
what you envision as our ministry to one 
another and to the Watertown area.  

I would like to share coffee/tea or a 
meal with every member, either as individuals 
or families. My current office hours are 
Tuesday afternoons and Friday mornings and 
I will be leading worship two Sundays every 
month and am happy to meet on those days 
as well. If none of these times work for you, 
please let me know when you are available. I 
am looking forward to journeying with you. 

 

 

 

From the President’s Desk 
Harriet McMillan 
 Dec. 16--Thank you, Robert South, for checking on the church building Monday, Dec. 16, 
early in the morning. Had you not, the damage caused by the broken water pipe above the coat 
room would have been even worse than it was, which is terrible. 

Photo by April Huff 
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Checking out the damage in the 

ceiling in the lobby. 

 And thank you, Till and Rebecca, for getting on the scene so quickly and starting the 
necessary arrangements. 
 Next on the scene was ServePro.  The owner/manager inspired confidence in me (at least) 
as he knew what had to be done. 
 And thanks to Eleanor Allen for her work contacting the insurance company and getting the 
damage claim underway. 
 As of tonight,  it’s a mess. There was no choice but to close down the church for the rest of 
the week.  Thanks to Robert for contacting everyone planning to use the building during the week.  
At one point only one toilet worked, which wouldn’t be enough, so it was another reason to cancel. 
 Pastor Marty’s office was not damaged, so he can continue to settle in. 
 So many of you offered to help, and your offers are much appreciated.  But at this point we 
need to leave it to the pros. Stay tuned. 

 
Dec. 26—It’s been a crazy 10 days, which included two 

services in the sanctuary, both services featuring Toni Zygadlo on 
the piano (which was newly tuned for the Christmas Eve service) 
and a terrific solo by Jon Hall on Christmas Eve. 

Thanks to diligent work by Till, Rebecca, Robert, Eleanor, 
we met with contractors to determine what would be needed, and 
putting together a claim.  The claim required a meeting with the 
insurance adjuster (twice) and has now been submitted to the 
insurance office. The above mentioned people are my unsung 
heroes for the month (and always.) 

 
Dec. 27—It seems that our plans change daily!  The 

current plan is to begin the demolition Dec. 30, then immediately begin the reconstruction. 

 
 

Altar News 
Memorial Holiday Poinsettia arrangement will remain in place through January.  

 
 

 
Christmas Memorials 2019 

 
Name      Dedication 

Sarah O’Connell     In honor of my Reno kids, Dennis, Emily and Gaia 
 
Karen and John Hall In memory of Stuart and Laura Hall, Donald L 

Raymond, and Donald W. and Mary Jane 
Raymond  
 

Jacqueline and Bob Radke    In memory of Ruette & Radke families 
 
Sylvia and Walker Heap    In honor of our three great grandchildren, Ian,  
     Aiden  and Leah 
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Patricia Sutherland     In remembrance of my husband, George L. 

 Merz, Jr. 
 

Harriet McMillan     In memory of my parents, Ruth and Edward  
       Hamilton 
 
Heather Winn     In memory of Ron Winn, Millie Biela 
 
Jim and Joanne Harter    In honor of Kaylee and Kara Harter, 

Granddaughters 
 

Anita Lee      In honor of Frances Donlan 
 
France Mercer & Doug Venable  In memory of our parents & Frances’ brother,  
  Johnny Mercer, Elizabeth and Clough Venable,  
  Chester and Audrey Mercer 
 
  

 

 

Collector 
Notes about Our Current Fiscal Year 

  Thanks for all your support!  For our current fiscal year, 33 families have 
pledged $36,857 to help us operate. As of mid-December, this fiscal year is 46 
percent over, and we’ve taken in pledge money $21,331 which is 57 percent of 
the pledged total. This includes twelve pledgers who have been able to bring 
their whole ‘19-20 pledge. 
    Some families choose to not make pledges but instead bring checks as they 
can afford. Those unpledged donation checks total $775 thus far this 
FY.  Also, many put loose bills and coins into the collection plates, and this 

cash is $1281 thus far, of which half will help to cover our bills together, and the other half. —our 
“Generosity Project”— will later be shared with this year’s voted-upon charities (North Country 
Public Radio, the local Victims Assistance Center, and the Workers Center of CNY). 
    Also, thus far the kitchen basket has gotten almost $81 towards our more-expensive Free Trade 
coffee. Donations by some groups which also enjoy our space have added up to $1730 thus far 
this FY. 
     Some donated in memory of our beloved Jan Summerville who died in late summer. These gifts 
totaled $275, plus an additional $250 to our Memorial Garden account.  And other loved ones have 
been memorialized with $80 for flowers since July. 
     We celebrated another year of support for the UU presence at the UN with a recent $106 
check.  And during these past months we helped meet expenses by taking another $12,000, in the 
form of $2,000 per month, out of the Owens Fund. And we had a quickly-organized rummage sale, 
resulting in $455 free-will donations for us plus about three carloads of useful stuff for Urban 
Mission. And then some lovely blue tee shirts were designed and sold for $221 including costs. 
     And then $140 came in of previously-offered funds for the Capital Funds costs of redoing two 
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roofs. And then in mid-December we celebrated Marty’s first official sermon as part-time minister, 
by having a giant flood of the building. What an exciting place to be.  

The donations for Christmas Eve, which are earmarked for the minister’s discretionary fund,  
totaled $171 (one donor giving $50!)  Donations to this fund are always welcome, just make sure 
the donation is labeled so it goes to the right account.  

As always, thanks for your help. 
 - Warren Allen 

 
 

People News 
 Jim Harter celebrated his 85th birthday with family recently.  He told me 
(Harriet McMillan) that when he reached 85, he should be addressed as Mr. Jim 
Harter. I never k 

 
 

Meet Our Newest Member, as of Dec. 24 
 April Huff, mother of twins August and Vera, joined the church in membership after the 
service on Christmas Eve. She responded to a request for information as follows. 
 

Where are you originally from? Born in FL and raised in Columbus GA    

   

What is your occupation here in Watertown ? Stay at Home Mom with a side job as a US 

Military Contractor in Logistics Management (aka Army Wife) 
 

What are some of your hobbies/interests/specialties? Homeschooling the twins, reading, knitting, 

hiking, gardening 

 

How did you get to All Souls? I've been wanting to check out an Unitarian church since I had 

the kids and I'm so glad I found this one! 
 

Other comments about our church community? I definitely feel welcome at All Souls and am so 

happy the kids are attending here for their first church experience.  

 

Anything else you would like us to know about you?  Odd facts about me: I worked as a 911 

officer for a year, I got to go to Italy when I was 20 for 6 weeks and I love to travel.  

 
 

.Around the Church 
2nd Annual Sock Xchange Successful 

 The Sock Xchange was scheduled for the 17th, but had to be canceled because of the 
damage to the church. Instead it happened on Sunday the 22nd, with only adults participating.  
Thanks to Heather Winn for the idea of the game to play to circulate the socks.  
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What Robert South Walked In to Find, Monday December 15 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chalice Circle CUUPS News 
Chalice Circle CUUPS: January meetings will revolve around planning 2020's schedule. 

 
 
 

Where it all started, the 

room coat … 
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Every Month at All Souls 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

meet  the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at the church.  Gathering and chatting begins at 6:30, the meeting 
begins at 7 PM. 

 

 
And Every Week at All Souls 

 The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry is always available for your 
donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are delivered.  
She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

 
Generosity Project 

 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies  to the chosen organizations.  This year 
we chose three organizations North Country Public Radio, , Worker’s Center of CNY, and 
Jefferson County Victims’ Assistance Center. Each organization receives 1/6 of the uncommitted 
funds for the year.  
 

 
 

Unitarian Universalist Association  

Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, president of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, shares a blessing for the holiday season. 

 

 “I believe that as we light candles, sing songs, and recall the stories of our 
sacred texts, we are teaching our hearts and our bodies how to hold on to the 
same resilience that has saved people from disconnection and despair for 
centuries.”

The winter season is a 
time of quiet reflection, 
of candlelight, of 
storytelling and rituals 

that invite us to hold the realities of sacrifice 
and community, of hardship and hope. This 
season is a time of both joy and sorrow. The 

holidays make me think of loved ones who 
hold me in love and care in the present, and 
of loved ones I’ve lost along the way. Many of 
us soak in laughter and love from family and 
friends, but that doesn’t mean that the 
holidays can’t be a time where we’re also 
hurting, feeling lonely, or feeling simply 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=uua+susan+frederick+gray&id=4D31D42DFE990DB2BF3CE9C1D1BEA78E93B62CAE&FORM=IQFRBA
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exhausted by the thought of another year of 
pain and struggle. I know that these are 
difficult and dangerous times, I am concerned 
for the future of our country. If I am honest, a 
feeling of despair often arises in my heart and 
consciousness. And I’d like to share with you 
what holds me and keeps me in this time. 
When my hope is waning, I hold on to the 
rituals that root me in my faith. Winter is a 
time where many Unitarian Universalist 
source traditions honor stories of resilient 
hope – whether it is the story of the 
Maccabean revolt and the miracle of the faith 
of the people who lit the lamp knowing there 
was not enough oil; or the story of a family 
and a mother forced to leave their home 
when they were so near to delivering their 
child. As Unitarians Universalists, we tell the 
stories of our ancestors and our history to 
fortify us and remember we are not the first to 
struggle and risk, to hope and love. I believe 
that as we light candles, sing songs, and 
recall the stories of our sacred texts, we are 

teaching our hearts and our bodies how to 
hold on to the same resilience that has saved 
people from disconnection and despair for 
centuries. Our work as people of faith is to 
oxygenate the imaginations that remind us of 
how love binds us all, imaginations that call 
us to tend to the care of each other – that 
remind us there is more possibility in this life 
for justice, for interconnectedness, for 
abundance – and for the shared good if we let 
that guide our actions, our spirits, and our 
commitments. Rituals at this time of year, 
from Kwanzaa and Christmas, Hanukkah and 
Solstice to honoring the New Year – and 
more – we need these rituals, celebrations 
and stories to kindle the power and fire of our 
spiritual imagination. There are tough times 
ahead, but our faith has room to hold it all, to 
hold us all. May your holiday season be 
rooted in rituals that give life to the 
imaginations that will keep us hopeful for love 
and fighting for justice in 2020. May it be so. 

Calendar 
 
February
 
 

*Not open to public 
Call the church office to get the name 
 of the contact person for the T’ai Chi 
class you want. 

 
 
Sunday 1/5, 1/19 
 9:30 Discussion in the Informal Lounge 
 10:15  Church Service  
 1:30 Buddhist Sangha, Informal 
Lounge 
 
1/12, 1/26 
 10:15 Church Service 
 
Monday 1/6,  13, 1/20, /1/27 
 Northern Blend Chorus, Eaton Social  

Hall, 6:30 PM 
 

 

 
 
Tuesday 1/7. 1/14, `/21, 1/28 
 
 Office Hours 9-2 
 Pastor Pelham’s Office Hours 
  1-7 PM 
 Q Center, Eaton Social Hall 

and Informal Lounge 
3:30 PM 

 
 
Wednesday1/1, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29 

 T’ai Chi for Parkinsons Patients, Eaton 
Social Hall, 1 PM 

 T’ai Chi, Advanced,  Eaton Social Hall,  
 5:30 PM 
 
 1/15 

Small Numbers, InfinitePossibilities, 
 Informal Lounge, 7 PM 
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Board meetings are held the third 
Friday at 9:00 AM at the church in 
the conference room. Meetings are 
open to all members of the 
congregation. 

 1/22 
 Book Ends, LaMothe Lounge 
  5:00 PM 
 
Thursday1/2, 1/9, 1/166, 1/23, 1/30 

 T’ai Chi, Beginning and Intermediate, 
Eaton Social Hall, 9:30 AM 

 *Alcoholics Anonymous, Eaton Social  
  Hall, 8 PM 
 

Friday 1/3, 1,1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31 
 Office Hours, 9-2 
 Pastor Pelham’s Office Hours 
  9-1 

1/10, 1,17, 1/24, 1/31 
Advanced T’ai Chi, Eaton Social 

Hall, 9:30 
 1/17 
 North Country Allies, Eaton Social 
  Hall 7 PM 

 
 
All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees   Staff 
President: Harriet McMillan  harrietm@allsoulsuu.org  Office Administrator: Glenda Frost 
Vice President: Veronica Hartman  veronicah.asuuc.@gmail.com  Sexton: Chris Coughlin 
Secretary: Robert South   roberts.asuuc@gmail.com  Music: Toni Zygadlo 
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com  Childcare: Chris Coughlin 
Trustee:    Rebecca Carr rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com    Religious Education: Frances Mercer 
Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke      
Trustee:   Catherine Burns catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com       
Trustee:   Heather Winn heatherw.asuuc@gmail.corg 
 
        
 . 
        
  
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 
Office Administrator M, W, F, 10-1 

Phone (315) 788-2742 
E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail 

 Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15

TH
 OF THE MONTH.  

 ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bulletin board in the 

Wondering Center.  

Photo by April Huff 

mailto:eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

ALL SOULS NEWS January 2020 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
      
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Our Mission 

 The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which 

personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our 

individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

 We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all 

people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

 We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and 

our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement 

with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just sign our membership 

book in the presence of two board members.   


