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ALL SOULS NEWS –April 2021 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 

 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 
April 4 –  Easter Sunday Service:  This will be a zoom service pre-recorded by the ministerial 
cluster, including our own Rev. Marty.  There will be a break for our own Joys and Concerns, 
Announcements, etc.   
 
 
April 11 – Rev. David Weissbard:  "Not a Christian."  There is no questioning that the roots of 
Unitarian Universalism lie in the Jewish and Christian traditions, but what is open to debate is the 
nature of our relationship to those traditions today.  There are UU's who feel a strong tie to those 
traditions, but for some of us those ties are historic and have little to do with our religious lives 
today.  No surprise: I am among the latter group.  I will be sharing why I have come to that position, 
which is not to say that I will be selling that as the only valid option.. 
 
 
April 18 – Rev. Marty Pelham: “ Mission as a Process of Becoming.” If we were faced with a 
choice between changing our mission and proving there is no need to do so, how would we spend 
our time? What might happen if we abandoned our comfort, our paradigms, and our fear of failure, 
and risked everything to live our values? 
 
 
April 25 - Madeline Taylor: A Representative of the Victim’s Assistance Center,  “Becoming 
a Partner with Our Community to Affirm and Promote Justice, Equity and Compassion in 
Human Relations,”  Service Guide-Frances Mercer.  In this service we will learn about the  

http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
mailto:allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
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complex issues and 
comprehensive variety of 
advocacy and direct services 
needed by victims/survivors of 
violence and crime in our 
community.  The 
Victims Assistance Center is a 
not-for-profit organization that 
has been serving the Jefferson 
County community since 
1979.  The Center’s motto is 
“Justice, Dignity, and Healing” 
and their mission is “to assist 
and provide services through 
advocacy, education, and 
emotional support to all 
survivors of violence and crime 
in our community.”  Their 
current services include 24-
hour hot line, 24-hour safe 
shelter, homeless housing, 
advocacy, counseling, 
immediate response team, 
child advocacy center, 
volunteer  program and 
student intern program.   We 
can become partners with the 
Center as a congregation and 
as individuals through financial 
and materials/items donations, 
by participating in their 
volunteer program, and 
making sure we and others in 
the community are aware of 
the Center. The Victims 
Assistance Center has been 
one of the organizations that 
received donations through our 
annual Generosity Project. 
 

Reverend Marty Perpends 
Reverend Marty Pelham 
  
Our worship theme for this month is “Becoming.” As I read through the Soul 
Matters materials on this topic I was captivated by a quote from Albert Schweitzer: 
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 “The path of awakening is not about becoming who you are. Rather it is about unbecoming 
who you are not.” 
 
 As individuals, are there attributes or beliefs or practices which may be who we once were, 
but which don’t fit any more? This is true for many of us in terms of systemic racism when we 
recognize that simply going along with the way things have always been does, in fact, promote 
oppression. When we engage with the difficult work of examining our complicity we often 
experience both guilt and shame. Guilt can be a useful tool because it is about recognizing that we 
did something we now consider wrong rather than believing that we were somehow bad or wrong. 
An effective response is to try to learn how to do things differently going forward.  

Shame is more problematic. Left untreated it can have a corrosive effect and interfere with 
recognizing our own inherent worth and dignity. If we cooperated with structural racism in the past 
and feel that we are somehow bad because of that, consciously working to unbecome who we no 
longer consider ourselves to be might help us see the process of unbecoming a participant in 
oppression as a journey of healing. 

Unbecoming who we are not can also work for groups, like congregations. Try to imagine 
what it would be like if you were walking into All Souls this year (post shut-down) for the very first 
time. Are there physical aspects or worship practices or behaviors or anything that would give you 
pause – cause you to wonder if this is a good place for you - if you did not have a history here? Are 
there ways that we need to unbecome what we no longer are? 

 
 

 

 

A Word or Two from the Wondering Center 

Frances Mercer 
During January, February and March we had a number of Zoom Gatherings for the children at 2 
p.m. on Sundays.  These gatherings were devoted to reading and discussing books and sharing 
joys and concerns.  These gatherings were discontinued in mid March.  In our last zoom gathering 
we had a good discussion about possibilities for outside, face to face activities since Spring is here 
and the weather is getting warmer.  

• Suggestions for outdoor activities at the church included: Yoga or Tai Chi or Walking 
Meditation;  

• painting and other arts and crafts activities; 

• tie-dyeing; sidewalk chalking arts;  

• rebuilding the elf village; working on the area around the peace pole 

• planting trees and flowers; 

• planting a small vegetable garden in the memorial garden or elsewhere or in containers; 

• planting flowers that attract/sustain butterflies;  

• building a platform bird feeder; hanging bird feeders in trees and putting out pinecones 
covered in peanutbutter;  

• nature scavenger hunts; 

•  outdoor interactive games such as hopscotch, hide and seek, jump roping, etc.; 

• Spring egg hunt; 

• flying kites; 

• walks/hikes  at Thompson Park or other locations such Southwick Beach; 

• visits to the zoo; 

• visits to Maple Syrup events/locations.  
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 As always more input is encouraged and welcome! 
 
We had our first outdoor, face to face activity at the church on March 21 to celebrate the arrival of 
Spring (March 20th was the first day of Spring) with a nature scavenger hunt.  Five adults and nine 
children were eager participants.   
We looked for signs of Spring everywhere on the church grounds—east/left side, west/right side, 
north/front side, and south/back & way back. We had to look carefully—it was pretty early for 
Spring on that windy hill location. But, we did find lots of mud, water and moss and a bird nest in 
the way back, some new growth peeking out about 1-2 inches in the Memorial garden, lots of deer 
droppings and hoof prints, and a wooly caterpillar among other more faint signs.  

 
 
 
 
We will plan and carry 
out two outdoors 
activities every month 
(March-August). The 

current plan is to conduct these mostly on Sunday afternoons; however, other days and times may 
be appropriate from time to time. The Wondering Center activities are always 
intergenerational—children and adults are welcome. If you have ideas for specific activities or 
preference for days other than Sunday afternoon, contact Frances Mercer, 315-788-4508 
or fmercer@twcny.rr.com. 
 
Put these dates on your fun calendar for April:  

• Sunday, April 4 (Easter Sunday) — Spring Egg Hunt— At the church at 2 p.m. Bring a 
friend. Wear masks. 

• Friday, April 16 — Planting Trees — Meet at church at 10 a.m. to help Robert South plant 
trees.  Remember masks and mud boots.  

• Maybe later in April (watch the Weekly Post announcements) a repeat of the Fall walk/hike 
in Thompson Park. 

 
The rearranging and cleaning of the Wondering Center rooms has started and is in 
progress.  Resource/activity/theme areas, including a quiet, comfortable retreat space, are being 
set up so that the children are more empowered to “wonder” and will be able to choose among a 
number of activities and ways of interacting with each other each Sunday. Your help and input will 
be appreciated. 
 
In recent Weekly Posts, two books for parents and others interested in encouraging the spiritual 
lives of children and youth were highlighted/recommended by Frances Mercer:  The Gift of Faith: 
Tending the Spiritual Lives of Children, by Jeanne Harrison Nieuwejaar, Second Edition, 2005, 
Skinner House Books, UUA, and Tending the Flame: The  Art of Unitarian Universalist Parenting, 
by Michelle Richards, 2010, Skinner House Books, UUA.  The books are available through 
Amazon.  Also, I have personal copies that I am willing to loan to others.  

 

 

Scenes from the Nature 

Scavenger Hunt, March 21.  

Photos by Doug Venable 

javascript:void(0);
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From the President’s Desk 

Robert South
The 8th UU Principle.   

We’ve been hearing a lot about the 

proposed 8th UU principle.  This is it: 

“We, the member congregations of the 

Unitarian Universalist Association, 

covenant to affirm and promote: 

journeying toward spiritual wholeness by 

working to build a diverse multicultural 

Beloved Community by our actions that 

accountably dismantle racism and other 

oppressions in ourselves and our 

institutions.”   

It will be voted on at the upcoming General 

Assembly Meeting, not so much to finalize 

adoption of it as part of the 2nd Article of 

the UUA Bylaws (where the Principles and 

Sources appear) but to advance it in the 

process.    In discussing how to pick our 

GA reps this year, the board slid into 

talking about this and we’re going to get 

the congregation involved through at least 

one service around it and a congregational 

conversation.  It will kind of be the theme 

in April.  I was cautioned to do it this way 

and not just schedule a congregational 

conversation.  People need time to think 

about it.   

A lot of congregations are adopting it in 

advance of the UUA.  If we do so, or once 

the UUA adopts it, we could 

just add an extra little sign 

hanging blow our seven 

principles sign on the wall.   

Some say everything in this proposed 

principle is already implied by the other 

principles.  I don’t have a problem with 

adding some needed detail in there.  My 

issue is that in my opinion it breaks the 

pattern of the principles, which progress 

from small to large.  It belongs between the 

third and fourth.  It’s OK, in its place. But 

that would make updating things harder.  

And I don’t think putting it in a different 

place is one of the menu options.  From my 

experience at last year’s GA, our delegates 

will be one of thousands submitting votes 

by chat basically on something that was 

worked out in a committee we weren’t on.  

So, either we like racism and oppression or 

we don’t.   In that light, this thing is 

inevitable.  And it’s not the end of the 

world.   

Deep breath.  Ever since Moses brought 

the principles down to us from the 

mountain, they have stayed unchanged, but 

that just means it’s past time for an update.   

 

 

 

From the Historian’s Files 
Sarah O’Connell 
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I was very excited to spend a couple of hours up at All Souls a few days ago 
looking over all the archived records in one space!  They had been in filing 
cabinets behind the altar, up in the attic, in the church office and maybe even 
some in the minister's office.  I'm looking forward to finding lots of fun things to 
go through.  I plucked this order of service dated March 12, 1989 from a pile of 
old church programs because I noted the following:  "Altar Flowers:  The flowers 
from the altar on Sunday, March 5, were given to our newest members, Sarah 
and Rick O'Connell." 
 
This March 12 service was our annual Project Children service where members of the community 
came together to support that program (1975-2015) which brought Catholic and Protestant children 
from Belfast, Ireland to the U.S. to provide respite from the violence during those years.   During 
this service we had the Celebration Singers and guest speakers included William Archer, head of 
the local Project Children chapter; Mayor T. Urling Walker; Ginny Harrington from the Jefferson 
County Youth Bureau; Attorney Philip Maphey and.Watertown Chief of Police Michael 
Hennegan.  We also heard from host families, Ellen Burnett and Shellie Lawlee, and Gina and 
Robert Wells.  Karen Crowley was board president, Ed Pflugheber was vice president, Tom Cutter 
was secretary, and Amy Summerville-Loomis was treasurer. Trustees included Nan Cobb, Ian 
Crowley, Barb Hanrahan, Jim Harter, Trish Kinley, Gertrude Remorino and Dan Stern.  Nan Cobb 
was also our organist/pianist, Pat Dangerfield was the custodienne (sic), and Ann Schatz was the 
church secretary. 

 

 

Collector’s Report 
Warren Allen 
 

  

 I have been doing a blow-by-blow unexpurgated accounting 

in the Weekly Post, and if you don’t get that or have any 

questions, please call 315-782-6246 and all questions 

will be answered.  As of March 21, our Fiscal Year is 71% 

over. As of the same date, but including any pledges if 

done through PayPal only through March 1, the pledged 

receipts are $25,102.99 (minus the fees charged by 

PayPal)  so we are 70% of the way to our original total pledges of 

$36,040.    Fourteen of the 32 pledging families have fulfilled their 

pledges, and some of these have continued donating.  With us able to see 

each other through Zoom, the loose cash in the shiny plates have been 

less used, and so our Generosity Project thus far is only $650, but the 

income from building rents and for coffee hour supplies are down even 

more, or zero. But it will get better.  Some folks used Amazon, 

crediting our “smile” account with $26.64; and others got to see lots of 

smiles, by shopping at local stores. We’ll get there.  
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Opinion 
 While trolling for fabric on the internet (surprised?) I happened on the following letter from 
eQuilter.  While I do support gun control, that’s not why I’m including this letter. I’ve never read 
anything that so clearly describes the affects of a mass shooting.   

-Harriet McMillan 

From Boulder...With Love 
It is very hard to start writing to you tonight. I 
am sure by now almost all of you have heard 
about the shooting here in Boulder, and the 
10 people who died. All I can do is speak 
from the heart and share what we know, and 
how we feel. So many of you have called, 
emailed and texted to see if we are ok, and to 
send your sympathies. Thank you. It means a 
lot to us. 
 
Everyone here at eQuilter is safe. As far as I 
know all of our staff families are safe. Our 
bodies are safe, but for some of us, our 
hearts and souls are torn in half. We live in a 
time when every week there seems to be 
another event like this, and we wonder if it will 
happen in our community. Some of us sigh, 
say "not another one", and turn off the TV or 
radio. Some of us become gun control 
activists before the violence comes to our 
home town. Some of us watch the news, and 
decide to speak up and take action. 
 
This event has impacted our family very 
deeply. Our oldest son lives down the road 
from the King Soopers. He used to go to 
elementary school and middle school just up 
the road from there. We have many dear old 
friends who live in that neighborhood, and 
who shop at that store. Sophie (our daughter 
adopted from China) was still upset about the 
racist attack on Asians in Atlanta, when this 
happened, touching our local community. 
 
As we checked in with our friends to make 

sure they were ok, we found out that some of 
them had been at that store earlier in the day. 
Some of our friends lost a neighbor. Many of 
them have friends or family who were caught 
up in the trauma. My kids' former music 
teachers live across the street and saw the 
whole thing unfold, and we followed them on 
Facebook to try to understand what was 
happening...and fearing for their safety. 
Another friend's son worked there, and is now 
curled up in a ball in the dark in his room, 
terrified. 
 
As we scan the list of names of those we lost, 
there were a few names and faces I 
recognized....people I've met over the years, 
since I've lived in this community since 1990. 
My kids grew up here, went to school here, 
played soccer and took music lessons here. 
We know that in the coming days more of our 
friends will share that they lost someone 
close. 
 
This is one town, one event out of many, that 
has happened too many times....and if we 
can't stop the madness it will happen again. I 
sincerely hope it does not happen to your 
community. For some of you, I know it already 
has. I have a friend in the industry who lived 
down the street from the Sandy Hook shooter. 
I have known many families broken apart by 
gun violence. This is a humanitarian issue 
that has a common sense solution, but we 
have allowed it to be politicized and we have 
become polarized. We need to come together 
in the middle place to craft a solution and stop 
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the madness. I invite you to join me in 
speaking out, supporting groups working for 
common sense solutions. 
 
Many years ago I had the experience of a 
man walking into my store, randomly 
threatening to kill me with a knife, in my retail 
shop in New York. I managed to keep him 
talking until the police came...20 minutes 
later. The longest 20 minutes of my life. He 
walked away...they let him walk away 
because he hadn't hurt me...and he stabbed 
someone else a block away. That was in 
1989 and the trauma can still flash back on 
days like this. 

 
But because of this my heart goes out in a 
very personal way to those who have 
experienced this trauma. We have been 
crying for 24 hours here, and it is not over yet. 
Please send your prayers for comfort and 
peace to those who lost loved ones here, and 
those who have suffered this senseless 
violence in the countless other gun attacks in 
the USA. We are better than this. 
 
with love for our fellow humans, 
 

Luana and Paul 

 

 

Around the Church 
 

Office Volunteers 
We’ve hired an accountant, Angelo Guarino, to do our books.  He’s highly competent and much 
needed.  We may stick with him.  But a couple of facts apply.   
(1) He only does the books; he doesn’t do any of the other office work.  Laurie he is not.  It’s a new 
division of labor.   
(2) He costs as much as the other office administrators did.  Even though he’s doing less.  Though 
he’s doing it real, real well.   
My proposal is that we dispense with the office administrator position and just use volunteers.  I’ve 
been doing a lot of this since Carmen left actually, they’ve been so unreliable.  I am willing to do 
the remaining non finance tasks.  But it would be nice to have a couple of other office volunteers 
as well.   
The schedule is 9-11 on Monday, 11-1 on Wednesday, and 1-3 on Friday.  In addition to being a 
general-purpose receptionist and file clerk, there’s a task list for each day, part of it the same for 
each day (like checking the phone messages) and part of it specific to the particular day of the 
week. 

• Monday is mostly related to recovering from the service, change the signs about the 
upcoming service, create and send out a draft of the weekly post, upload the service 
recording to YouTube, update records regarding visitors.  

•  Wednesday is mostly about internal stuff since it’s the slow day.  Send out the final version 
of the weekly post.  Inventory things.   Water plants.  

•  Friday is largely about preparing for the upcoming service, printing orders of service and 
such.   

It’s all pretty easy and I’ve written a seventy page Office Procedures Manual which volunteers 
would be required to memorize.   
You have to be basically computer literate and punctual and a trustworthy member.   

-Robert South 
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STAT Alarm Code to Change 
The STAT Alarm Passcode was scheduled to be changing on April 1st.  Those of you who are 
approved key holders were given the new passcode.   We were just pulling your legs before.  The 
change will actually occur on May 1st.  Use the old code until then.  But on May 1st, it’s a 
go.  Really, believe me.  

-Robert South 

Getting a Jump on Putting the Church Back Together 
 On March 13, a crew descended on the church, all wearing masks and social distancing, to 
begin the task of cleaning the building. We previously had moved that beautiful bookcase, a gift 
from Gertrude Remorino by way of Betsy Payne, into the space formerly occupied by the 
schoolmaster’s desk.  April Huff went over it with a fine tooth comb (OK, it was an old toothbrush) 
and cleaned it up.  The schoolmaster’s desk now lives in the corner where the bookcase had lived. 
And in my opinion, it is stunning there. I plan to put some of our UU books in the bookcase. 
 Wendy Wynn worked on the entrance, taking down several cobwebs, and sweeping up the 
debris outside.  She did have a hard time washing the windows because the Windex kept freezing. 
 Meanwhile, Anita Lee took the screens in the windows of the informal lounge and 
thoroughly vacuumed them, before washing the windows and replacing the screens. 
 Veronica Hartman worked on the stoves in the kitchen, Julie Jeffers vacuumed the chairs in 
the Eaton Social Hall, and also worked on the LaMothe Lounge. 
 Warren Allen was prepared to provide child care; no children came. 
 Joanne Harter, Louisa Cartier and Catherine Burns worked on the area behind the altar. 
They did bring some order out of chaos, but there is more to do. 
 Since then, Robert South has purchased bookcases for storage where the organ was. 
 Frances Mercer dug into the Wondering Center, there is much more to be done. 
 Sarah O’Connell worked in the archive room, assisted by Paula Trainham. 
 Robert South was available to answer all sorts of questions and kept the morning moving 
along with his help. 
 It was an excellent start.  I hope I’ve remembered everyone who was there. Additionally, 
everyone was very pleased to see everyone else. 

-Harriet McMillan 
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Photos by April Huff 
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Adopt a Highway Event 
 

Spring has sprung, and so we will be anticipating our biannual roadside 
cleanup.  We usually sch  edule it for after the snow has melted but before the grass 
grows too tall.  I'm looking at May 8 right now, so pencil or type it in your date book. 
More details on how to sign up will be coming. 

-Sarah O’Connell 

 
Looking Ahead to our Bicentennial 

You've been hearing rumblings about 2023 which will be the 200th anniversary of the 
presence of a Universalist Church in Watertown which eventually became All Souls UU.  I look 
forward to helping with any archival records and displays that I can!  I did find some details from 
the 175th celebration a few years back when we hosted a very special service.   I know the board 
is hoping to put together an ad hoc group to do the same for this milestone.  While I proactively 
decline to be leader of the pack, because I basically have a serious case of procrastination, I'd be 
happy to participate in a group planning discussion. 

I always love to call All Souls that "quirky little church up on the hill."  I was envisioning 
some sort of series of events (each month? every other month?) that year that don't require a ton 
of people-power or expense but can draw the attention of the greater community to our 
presence.   A reboot of the Chocolate Fantasy?  A community garden?  A parking lot rummage 
sale?    And, of course the formal anniversary event at some point during the year.   Let someone 
on the board (or me) know if you're interested. 

-Sarah O’Connell 

 
Bonanza—Sort Of 
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  Thursday, March 18, Till Fritzsching, Rebecca Carr, my husband Harry, and I met at the site 
of the former call center in the Woolworth Bldg. (soon to be the Y.)  There is an abundance of 
office furniture available, free, to the public.  They expect a donation, but because we represented 
a church, there were no strings attached. 
 We tried out many office chairs before finding 3 that we thought would work for us.  We also 
found two file cabinets, now in residence in the archive room for the benefit of our archivist. 
 It was a chore to haul them back to the church. And if we decide that we don’t need any of 
our “finds” we can, in turn, give them away. 

-Harriet McMillan 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Garden Update 
 

Nature has started to improve the 
garden, Memorial garden crew will be in 
weeding & seeding shortly. 
Catherine Burns sent this picture of the 
bulbs peeking up in the garden, and her 
assistant, Sally. 
 

 
 
 

Every Month at All Souls 
 

 CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 
At the present time, CUUPS is not active on a predictable basis, because the church is 

closed.  Joanne Harter, the leader of the group, feels that meeting in person works best for them. 
Watch this space for information about the restart. 

 
And Every Week at All Souls 

 The baskets for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for 
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are 
delivered.  She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

 
Generosity Project 
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 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies to the chosen organizations.  . This year 
we chose two organizations: Planned Parenthood of Northern New York and The Children’s Home. 
Each organization will receive ¼ of the uncommitted plate collections. 
 

 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

March 17, 2021 

The UUA Decries Anti-Asian Violence 

The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) 
joins leaders across the country in decrying 
the recent surge of hate crimes against 
Asians and Asian Americans. In this last year, 
violence and verbal harassment targeting this 
community have been exacerbated by anti-
Asian rhetoric and blame. 

We call on federal, state, and local 
governments at every level to send the clear 
message that such actions will not be 
tolerated. We are in solidarity with victims, 
survivors, and families who have suffered loss 
and pain. 

In the midst of the forces of hate that seek to 
undermine our fundamental interdependence, 
we must re-affirm our compassion and 
responsibility to one another. 
This country has a shameful history of racist 
acts towards the Asian community. It includes 
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the 
U.S. incarceration of approximately 120,000 
Japanese Americans during the Second 
World War. Long-standing racist tropes about 
Asians as “other” are deeply embedded in the 
national consciousness. These stereotypes 
fuel current discrimination and we all need to 
reflect on how they can subtly shape 
unconscious bias or even outright hatred and 
violence. 

This recent rise in anti-Asian violence has 
been incited in large measure by the 

xenophobic rhetoric and misinformation about 
the Coronavirus pandemic that was spread by 
the previous president. In contrast, it was 
gratifying to hear President Biden declare in 
his recent speech, “It’s wrong, it’s un-
American, and it must stop.” 

We know these acts of violence are rooted in 
the same white supremacy and hate that 
takes the lives of Black, Indigenous, and 
Latinx people. White supremacy culture works 
hard to pit marginalized communities against 
each other to prevent the formation of 
powerful coalitions. We must condemn media 
narratives that cast this as a “Black vs. Asian” 
issue. We need to affirm the 
interconnectedness of Black and Asian 
communities and all people who are against 
hatred—and recognize that this discrimination 
was born of the extremism that hurts us all. 

This rise in violence is another result of 
systemic racism that is rooted deeply in the 
United States. It’s a wake-up call that it’s time 
for America to take a long, hard look in the 
mirror. We must confront ignorance with 
information and education. We must not 
tolerate the racist violence and the multiple 
systemic crises of injustice that the COVID 
pandemic has laid bare. 

As Unitarian Universalists, we affirm that 
every human life is important and worthy of 
respect. In the midst of the forces of hate that 
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seek to undermine our fundamental 
interdependence, we must re-affirm our 
compassion and responsibility to one another. 

We call upon all of our religious leaders to 
condemn widely in their congregations and 

communities this anti-Asian violence and to 
partner with organizations combatting these 
crimes. We must all respond to incidents of 
hate while also addressing the root causes of 
violence and bigotry. 

  
 
All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees   Staff 
President: Robert South  Roberts.asuuc@gmail.com  Office Administrator: 
Vice President: Heather Winn heatherw.asuuc@gmail.com                   Music: Tony Zygadlo 
Secretary: Pat Sutherland Merz      Childcare: Chris Coughlin 
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com  Religious Education: Frances Mercer 
Trustee:    Rebecca Carr rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com    Sexton: Chris Coughlin 
Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke Shannonb@gmail.com   
Trustee:   Catherine Burns catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com       
Trustee: Joanne Harter 
 
         . 
          
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 
Office Administrator M, W, F, 10-1 

Phone (315) 788-2742 
E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail 

 Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 10TH OF THE MONTH.  
 ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 
 

Board meetings are held the fourth 
Friday at 9:30 AM at the church in 
the conference room. Meetings are 
open to all members of the 
congregation. 

mailto:heatherw.asuuc@gmail.com
mailto:eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

• The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

• Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

• Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

• The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large; 

• The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.. 

Our Mission 

• The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which 

personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our 

individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

• We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all 

people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

• We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and 

our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement 

with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just sign our membership 

book in the presence of two board members.   


