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ALL SOULS NEWS – January 2021 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 

 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 

Snow! 
 In the event we need to cancel a service because of the weather, a notice will be 

posted on the opening page of our website www.allsoulsuu.org.  

 
 January 3 – Pastor Marty Pelham: “What is the direction of your imagination?” Much of the 
world we exist in now – individually, congregationally, globally – was imagined before it became 
reality, and the process continues. Do we have options in how we imagine and does that make a 
difference? 
 
January 10 – Frances Mercer: “Separation of Church and State — is it a mutual 
responsibility?” The first amendment of the Constitution of the United States says “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”  E. J. Dionne Jr. in the 
“Foreword” for Melissa Rogers’ recent book, Faith in American Public Life, comments: 
“…Embedded in these words is a “freedom from” and a “freedom to.”  Government cannot promote 
religion or favor one faith over another.  And government must leave citizens free to pursue their 
ultimate concerns as they see fit.”   The question for me is not simply should the Government stay 
out of religion, but also should religion stay out of Government.  Moreover, isn’t our spiritual life or 
journey actually shaped by many interacting concerns—social, economic, political, governmental, 
legal, ecological as well as religious?  Do we as Unitarian Universalists want a Government that 
protects religious freedom or one that reflects the ‘goodness’ of our religion?  

 

http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
mailto:allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
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January 17 – Robert South: “ MLK of the Imagination.” What would the world be like without 
him?  If he had not been assassinated?  Can you imagine yourself in the shoes of a Black person 
in the year you were born?  Today?  Should you try?  When will King’s dream future be possible, 
and what will it be like? 
 
January 24 – Eleanor Allen: “Imagining a More Just World Through Grassroots 
Solutions:  The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.”  While considering my end of year 
charitable donations this past December, I learned some things about the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee (UUSC) that I didn’t know before. And since the 80th anniversary of their 
founding has just passed,  I think this is an appropriate time for sharing what I’ve learned about 
their history and current work.  I will use materials prepared for online worship by the UUSC as well 
as my own words.  
 
January 31 – Pastor Marty Pelham:”Being the imaginations of ancestors.” It is said that we 
are our ancestors’ imaginations. Did we turn out as they imagined? How is our experience 
reflected in what are our children – tomorrow’s ancestors – are imagining for their future? 
 

Pastor Marty Perpends 
Pastor Marty Pelham 

I have been participating since October in a course, Beloved Conversations: 

Meditations on Race and Ethnicity, offered by Meadville Lombard 

Theological School, one of two Unitarian Universalist seminaries. It is a 

learning experience using diverse instructional materials to address multiple 

learning styles in each unit, as well as having learning pods (small discussion 

groups) which meet via Zoom and meaning making sessions (worship services). 

There’s a new class with different content beginning in February 2021 if you are interested. 

 Our first unit was titled Celebration, Joy, and Imagining. I was all in with the 

celebration and joy, but I hit a snag with the imagining. In one activity I was asked to imagine 

in detail a future without the systemic racism that is in our society today. I was surprised 

and saddened to realize I couldn’t do it. As much as I desire a different future, I could not 

truly imagine what it would be like.  

 Fortunately, at the end of each unit, they provide a list of optional resources. I chose 

Octavia’s Brood, a book of science fiction stories edited by Walidah Imarisha and adrienne 

maree brown, even though I don’t really like science fiction. The stories were really good. 

Halfway through the first one I suddenly remembered that I loved science fiction when I 

was a kid. I even had plans to write a science fiction novel in my early adolescence. 

 What happened? Why did I stop reading science fiction and why hadn’t I even 

remembered that I once loved it? I can’t be certain because it is hard to remember that far 

back but my best guess is that I got wrapped up in trying to meet what I perceived as my 

community’s expectations of me. I was supposed to be successful, which seemed to mean 

becoming, or at least trying to become, famous and/or wealthy. While creative writing may 
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have been among the possible options for some people in some communities, that wasn’t the 

message I heard from the community where I lived.  

 While I thought I understood concepts of mission, vision, and goals, I didn’t view them 

as imaginative, as exercises in creativity where there is no such thing as impossible or non-

existent, because they’re not just about here and now. The future is imaginary, and 

imagination has no limits. 

 I’m enjoying Octavia’s Brood and beginning to have a better understanding of what 

adrienne marie brown means when she writes “what we are all up to, this changing the world 

willfully, is science fictional behavior. because all organizing is science fiction. we are creating 

a world we have never seen.” 

 Our worship theme this month is Imagination. I invite you to not only spend some time 

trying to imagine a different future but to dig through your memories in case there are some 

imaginations you left behind at some point, forgotten and unfulfilled. They might still be 

viable. 

 

Wondering Center 
Frances Mercer 

A Word or Two from the Wondering Center 
SOMETHING NEW—EACH SUNDAY AT 2 PM! 

Zoom Gathering for Children and Youth and All Those Young at Heart 
 

We are starting a new year, after almost a year of the COVID-19 pandemic. Many things have 

been different, including no-face to face activities in the Wondering Center on Sundays.  It 

looks like we may not be gathering face to face for several months more.  May be, not even 

until the summer or fall.   

 

However, SOMETHING NEW starts Sunday, January 3rd at 2 p.m. for about 40 minutes.  We will gather 

via Zoom to share Joys and Concerns and to read and discuss a UU story .  We will get to see and talk to 

each other without leaving our homes.  This gathering will be for children of all ages just like before when 

we met in the Wondering Center.  I am not sure what to call this every Sunday activity—so, come with your 

suggestions for an interesting, unique title.    

Many different adults may read the stories. Robert South and Shannon Starkweather Burke have agreed to 

help with the Zoom technology.  

 

Remember Joys and Concerns means you get to share and listen: “Let’s each share one thing from the past 

week that made a difference in life – something that made you happy or sad or proud or sorry or grateful.”  

Pastor Marty, when he introduces Joys and Concerns in the Sunday Service,  says that it is our spirit of life 

roots hold me close time.  The stories for January are: 

Jan. 3rd  The Magic of Sharing by Ruben Lora & Ksenia Startseva-Lora 

Jan. 10th  The Sound of Colors: A Journey of the Imagination by Jimmy Liao 

Jan. 17th  Langston Hughes  My People, photographs by Charles R. Smith Jr. 

Jan. 24th  Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns: A Muslim Book of Colors by Hena Khan 

Jan. 30th  Hats, Hats, Hats by Ann Morris, photographs by Ken Heyman.  Be sure to wear your favorite hat. 
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See you and hear you on Sunday at 2 PM. Robert will post an invitation on email and in the weekly post. 

 

Check out the information in this newsletter about another New Opportunity—Harriet McMillan will be 

reading stories the first and third Tuesday evenings, at 7 PM, via Zoom. 

 

The materials, the RE-Frigerator Page and monthly lessons, from FaithRocket/Family Quest of the Church 

of the Larger Fellowship have been discontinued.  However FaithRocket has given us access to all the 

monthly packets from 2018 through November 2020.  Anyone interested in helping me to review these 

materials for possible use in the future?   We are also considering purchasing another set of materials for use 

by families at home.  Any one interested in reviewing a sample of these materials to provide advice about 

their appeal and possible usefulness?  Please contact me by phone (315-788-4508) or email 

(fmercer@twcny.rr.com). 

 

 

From the President’s Desk 
Robert South 

Happy Holidays and a Merry New Year 
 

Our New Year starts off with a real bang, radical transformative change and 
renewal in the offing indeed, as our renovation project is nearing completion 
and a vaccine is being distributed.  Certainly at some point this year we will be 
back together in the building in person.  The UUA guidance has always been to 
wait until June 2021, and it looks prophetic because the state governor is also 
predicting that roughly by June enough people will have been vaccinated that we'll reach 
"critical mass."  That is, even though many people may not be vaccinated, enough will that 
the virus won't travel through the crowd very well and the number of people who get 
infected will drop precipitously, which will compound with the reduced conductivity.  It will 
be an exponential process.  
 
We had decided to wait and see on reopening, and we still have no definite plans, but 
conditions have changed (even if that change is only a change of potential) so we're going 
to "have to" start thinking about when and how to do this.   Perhaps we'll start doing 
outdoors stuff in the spring, plus opening up to small groups like AA, provided they 
promise to take precautions?  Perhaps once we're eventually back in the building we will 
continue to do a zoom "transmission" of the proceedings for those who are still afraid to 
risk it?   The board will be considering all these things and all the members will certainly 
welcome your input.  Stop one of us during coffee hour and....oh.  Well, email 
me, tholish@allsoulsuu.org and tell me what you think, and what it would require for you to 
be ready to come in person again.  Are you one of the eager ones, one of the cautious ones, 
or in between?  
 
In other news, Pastor Marty will shortly be officially ordained, and I'm sure we will be 
provided all the details.  
 
I hear the national government is going through some transitions this month so I personally 
am enjoying seeing news of that.  
 

mailto:fmercer@twcny.rr.com
javascript:void(0);
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Thanks to Sarah O'Connell for setting up the drive through Christmas and to April Huff for 
coordinating some caroling of many of our members and friends and Catherine Burns for 
being the force behind the New Years cards many people will be receiving and for getting 
the decorations set up in front of the church outdoors.  And thanks to Till Fritzsching for 
supervising the renovation, and the Interior Design Task Force (Harriet and Rebecca) for 
putting together a nice new look that's also easier to maintain.  

 

 
 

 
Stuffy Time to Begin January 4 

 Stuffy Time (Story time with your favorite stuffed animal) will begin on 
January 4, at 7 PM, via Zoom. Designed for our children, all are welcome. 
Popcorn, my Welsh corgi, will come with me.  Bring one of your favorite stuffies 

and enjoy a story. The Zoom link will be included in the Weekly Post.   
-Harriet McMillan 

 
 

Opinion 
Harriet McMillan 

Our Baptismal Fount 
 I remember the beautiful marble baptismal fount from the church on 
Washington St.  It was at the left of the base of the stairs leading to the chancel.  
I do not ever remember seeing it used.  By the time my son was dedicated (1973) 
and before, we were not baptizing children, instead we were dedicating. (And I 
still have the rose from that ceremony.) 
 The fount made it through the fire.  I don’t know where it was found after the 
fire.  I do know it has taken a beating over the years, with a lot of chips around 
the base.  However, it’s still beautiful. Right now it’s living outside the entrance. 
Joanne Harter and Catherine Burns even incorporated it into the Christmas 
decorations outside the church. 
 What should we do with it? It’s been suggested to put it in the Memorial 
Garden.  That does add another layer of care, since it probably wouldn’t do all 
that well through the winter and it would need to be put into storage and taken 

out again in the spring. 
The past few years it has held a fern in the lobby and we can put it back to work in that 

capacity. Pastor Marty suggested it would make a great chalice holder.  It would require a base on 
wheels, however.  The fount consists of 3 pieces of marble, and is very heavy, just ask Robert 
South. 

I’ve looked it up on the internet to get an idea of its value.  I’ve wanted to sell it and turn it in 
to cash.  Joanne Harter’s thought is that sometimes we like to see things that have history. What 
do you think? 

 

 

Fall decorations 
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From the Historian’s Files 
Sarah O’Connell 

Christmas 2020 
I think we all know that 2020 is going to be a major chapter in All Souls history.  We aren't always 
aware that we are living through a historical moment as it's happening, but this year we've seen a 
global pandemic and unprecedented weather events and ridden a political roller coaster.  We've 
had to embrace a very different church service lifestyle using technology as we stay socially distant 
but still managed to gather every Sunday through the Internet.  Our members still showed up at 
social justice events and small outdoor activities while staying masked.       
 
This week we celebrated our Christmas Eve service with a very traditional program including 
hymns, readings and candle lighting to a Silent Night, all through the power of Zoom.  Historically, 
this service had been followed by a lovely dessert reception presented by the Board of Trustees 
although in recent years it evolved into a more informal event where many in our congregation 
contributed sweet treats to share.  This year, obviously, that in person service and reception were 
not going to happen.  So I came up with an idea to have a drive-by holiday gathering on the 
Saturday before Christmas Eve.   
 
Looking at the list of Thank UUs for this event, I was delighted to note that it had once again been 
an occasion coincidentally supported by the Board officers and members!  Our president, Robert 
South, brought out the folding tables and unlocked the foyer for people who needed a quick warm 
up.   The vice president, Heather Winn, and our president emeritus Harriet McMillan baked dozens 
of cookies while board member Catherine helped serve the individually-bagged  treats, as well as 
contributing additional yummies. The household of our treasurer Eleanor Allen in the person of her 
husband,  Warren, furnished maple goodies safely with the use of his snow shovel.  Board 
secretary Karen Hall and her able assistant Jon provided and ladled their home-made - and 
delicous - hot cocoa - with a mini-marshmallow option.  They also brought appropriate festive 
holiday music.  Board member Joanne Harter contributed sweet treats for the secret goodie 
bags  It was a wonderful opportunity for us to gather for a safe  yet festive holiday celebration. 
 
Board Member Rebecca Carr was there to mingle with folks, while our other trustee, Shannon 
Starkweather-Burke was safe at home with her three young daughters.  She brought out her 
youngest for me to meet.  This smart little 6-month old gave me a big smile even though all she 
could see was my smiley eyes and cooing voice! 
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Thanks to John Hall for the pictures. 
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Christmas Caroling 
April Huff organized Christmas Caroling  this year. Below are a photos of all the carolers. 
 

 
 

 

People News 
  
. Our sexton, Chris Coughlin, is ill with what he suspects is COVID 19. 

 
 

 

Around the Church 

 

ALARM CODE CHANGE 
The church building alarm system will be changing on January 31st.  If you are an authorized 
keyholder you will be informed of the new code by mail.  
If you don't have the new code, but have a key, don't try to come into the building without the new 
code.  Contact the office to get the new code. 
 

 
 
 

Every Month at All Souls 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at the church.  Gathering and chatting begins at 6:30, the meeting 
begins at 7 PM. 
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And Every Week at All Souls 
 The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for 
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are 
delivered.  She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

 
Generosity Project 

 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies to the chosen organizations.  . This year 
we chose two organizations: Planned Parenthood of Northern New York and The Children’s Home. 
Each organization will receive ¼ of the uncommitted plate collections. 
 
 
 
All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees   Staff 
President: Robert South  tholish@verizon.net   Office Administrator: 
Vice President: Heather Winn heatherw.asuuc@gmail.com                   Music: Tony Zygadlo 
Secretary: Karen Hall  karenh@asuuc@gmail.com  Childcare: Chris Coughlin 
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com  Religious Education: Frances Mercer 
Trustee:    Rebecca Carr rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com    Sexton: Chris Coughlin 
Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke Shannonb@gmail.com   
Trustee:   Catherine Burns catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com       
Trustee: Joanne Harter 
 
         . 
          
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 
Office Administrator T,F, 10-12 

Phone (315) 788-2742 
E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail 

 Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15TH OF THE MONTH.  
 ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

 
 
 

 

Board meetings are held the fourth 
Thursday of the month, via Zoom. 
Meetings are open to all members 
of the congregation. 

mailto:tholish@verizon.net
mailto:heatherw.asuuc@gmail.com
mailto:eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

ALL SOULS NEWS January 2021 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
      
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

• The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

• Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

• Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

• The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large; 

• The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Our Mission 

• The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which 

personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our 

individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

• We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all 

people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

• We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and 

our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement 

with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just sign our membership 

book in the presence of two board members.   


